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Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough
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Hello all. I hope this newsletter finds you all doing well. I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy.
Not a lot to report on. As most of you know, lots of stuff has been cancelled. Wing ding, many district and
chapter events. Our safety weekend. Greg is working on seeing if there is still a chance to put on and ARC and
a TRC at some point this summer. More will come out on that as information becomes available. If we get
some people looking for a class, and we can find a place to put it on, we can do that.
We have been using Zoom to have some virtual chapter gatherings. While this is not as nice as getting
together in person, we have to work with what we have in this day and age. It does allow us to at least see and
talk amongst ourselves and see how we all are doing. If you haven’t been part of one, I highly recommend that
you join us next time. We do have a lot of fun while still being separated.
I hope you have been able to get out and get some riding in. Donna and I have been out some getting that
much needed wind therapy. A few weeks ago, we led a ride that several in the chapter came and participated
in. Wound our way to Boone where we had a quick bite to eat. A few had to leave us at this point. The rest of
us continued north on some windy roads and ended up going through Dolliver State Park before heading back
and working our way home. It was overcast, a little cool and we had some sprinkles but it was still a good day’s
ride.
Hopefully, weather will straighten out and this pandemic stuff will pass and we can all get together again and
get back to our group fun.
Take care all. See you down the road soon. Stay safe.

Dennis and Donna

Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron
Assistant Chapter Directors
marknmelissa@yahoo.com

Well things are starting to get back to somewhat normal. Wing Ding was cancelled this year which was very
disappointing to us, as this would have been our first one to attend. It has been re-scheduled for June 29th thru
July3, 2021 in Springfield Missouri again. So, we are looking forward to going next year. If you have never been
this is a great opportunity to meet fellow GWRRA members from other states as well as other countries.
Congratulations to Chapter D on their mall show and 27th Anniversary. Looks like it was a good time and from
what I heard everyone had fun.
The Medic First Aid program has been suspended indefinitely until they can figure out how to safely hold the
classes. Once the information comes out in regards to renewing your cards, I will get it out when I receive it.
You may have noticed a few changes to the newsletter this month. I attended the newsletter class that is being
put on by the GWRRA University. If you have not signed up for a class it is only about an hour and you get to
meet other GWRRA members throughout the country and Canada.
Hopefully everyone is staying safe and trying to ride as much as possible. Hope that we will be able to get
together in person soon so that we can get caught up.

John and Pam McDowell
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
pamandjohnsr@msn.com

Greg Hayes
Iowa District Educator
515.229.1597
hayeswing@gmail.com

From your District Educator,
It was unfortunate that we had to cancel the Iowa Safety Weekend event this year. I am hoping to find a weekend later this
year that we can have a class or two of the TRC and ARC courses. However, it is hard to plan events when the COVID-19
response is ever changing. But I will get the word out as soon as we find a time and place, if we do. We will probably be
able to use the DMACC campus but we can also try new locations around the state. If your chapter wants to have a class
close to your area and know of a large enough parking lot that we can use please contact me. We can probably hold a
class even if it just for a two or three bikes or trikes.
Please note that there are some on-line Co-Rider seminars coming up. I am not sure how soon you will be reading my
article so both of these might be out of date but I wanted to pass these on to you. I get information on who attends and I
enter that information in to the system so that you can get credit toward your levels information. These only apply to coriders, but anyone can attend. The next two on-line seminars are on Sunday, May 16th at 10:30 AM CDST and Monday,
May 25th at 6:30 PM CDST. Class size is limited so sign up as soon as you can. You can pre-register at
https://gwrradot.com. There are many other classes that you also take online and you can view what is available on the
dropdown menu on the signup page.
I was reading about a fatal motorcycle accident a couple of days ago that is similar to other accidents that happens too
often. The location of the accident was an intersection in Des Moines that I had gone through just a couple of days earlier,
so that struck my interest in particular. The motorcyclist was in his 50’s and he was hit by a Jeep driven by a 15-year-old
that turned in front of the motorcycle. The motorcyclist was wearing a helmet, though it did not save his life.

I know the area well and visibility is pretty good. We all know that car and truck drivers can look right at a motorcycle and
still not see it them. Motorcycles can be hard for some people to “see.” People are looking out for other cars and trucks but
they are not searching for motorcycles (or bicycles or pedestrians). People misjudge how far away a motorcycle is or what
speed it is traveling, and so on. Failure to yield the right-of-way at an intersection is the most common cause of an
accident involving a motorcycle and another vehicle.
Why did the motorcyclist not see the Jeep turning in front of him? He probably thought he was pretty safe driving down the
road, probably obeying the traffic laws. I assume he did nothing wrong. But, how can we avoid being in the same
situation? My guess is that he failed to see the car or it just didn’t register with him as a potential hazard. His mind could
have been focused on something else and not searching and analyzing for potential traps. I have to keep reminding
myself when riding to use “constant vigilance.” It seems accidents always happen when you least expect them. If you are
anticipating the car next to you to suddenly change lanes into yours, or that car stopped at an intersection is about to pull
out right in front of you, or the car approaching the intersection from the opposite direction to sudden make a left turn in
front of you, you will cut down on the time to react. We should be looking for potential traps as well as possible escape
paths.
I am not putting the blame on the motorcyclist. It was clearly, according to the article, the fault of the young driver. But, that
doesn’t mean that if we were in the same situation, and we all probably have had a driver pull out in front of us, we can
avoid getting hit if we are observing and analyzing the other drivers, prioritizing our observation on those that could
potentially enter into our path. We need to always be playing the “what if” game in our mind. We all know this. But we
need reminders every so often.
So, stay safe, keep alert on the road, stay healthy, and I hope you find time to ride. Until next month,
Greg Hayes

District Team News
An update about the Iowa District Rally
Hello everyone,
We received notice from the venue that they doubled booked and they were bumping us. After a rather long discussion
with the manager, we felt we had no choice but to move it to the following weekend - September 25th and 26th.
Needless to say, I was not very happy, but felt we would not be able to find another venue that could meet our needs.
With that said, in these times of uncertainty, at this time this is the plan. I realize September is a long way out but who
knows how this is going to play out. Keep an eye on what's going on and we will do our best to keep you posted. If you
made reservations with the hotel, please contact them and let them know to move the date of your reservations - make
sure you have a confirmation of the change from the hotel.
Thanks,
John & Yvette Moravec

Hello Everyone,

The days are getting longer, and we're getting excited for 2020! I wanna ride. But first let's get down to business. Team
Iowa got together a little while ago and discussed the chapter challenge for 2020. The big push has been recruitment for
GWRRA. So, here's the challenge! Every time a chapter gets a new household to join GWRRA they get a ticket/chance
at the rally to win your chapter charter fee for next year. We feel that's a good deal, BUT Yvette and I discussed this with
Bruce Beeman (Directors Assistant) and we decided to kick it up a notch. Any chapter that gets a total of 10 households
automatically gets their charter fee paid for by the district. AND if any chapter that meets that goal, Bruce will dance the
Irish Jig at our rally in September - I'm not sure if that's a reward or punishment to either us or Bruce. But wait...there's
more! If we get two chapters that hit 10, not only will I also dance the Jig - I will purchase/rent green pants, a green suit,
and a green hat. Hey - we're serious! We need you to assist in recruiting new members. IF/WHEN we get more than 2
chapters that get 10 new households to join GWRRA, I will volunteer/told a member of the Iowa Team to join
us...starting with Yvette. (She didn't agree to that so let's keep that between us). Make me get the entire team up there at
the rally...I dare you.
Get out there and recruit some new friends and support the health of your chapter and GWRRA!
Now let's ride!
John & Yvette Moravec
Iowa District Directors

2020 DISTRICT RALLY

Friday & Saturday
September 25-26, 2020
(updated 4/11/20)

Borders Inn & Suites by Cobblestone
(Formerly the Best Western)

2200 West Burlington Ave, Fairfield, Iowa
Rally questions? Email: iamoravecfam@yahoo.com
Call or text: Yvette @ 563-210-4532
or John @ 319-538-6965

Rally Happenings
ON bike rider challenges:
OFF bike games

Guided rides
Self-guided rides

Couple of the Year selection
FUN
Individual of the Year selection
Raffles: Saturday
Friday evening Chapter participation entertainment
Saturday evening banquet
50/50 drawings
Ralph Swank award presentation
Bike show

2019 Rally SPONSORS

Storm Lake, IA

Cedar Rapids, IA

2019 Rally Supporters

Hicklin Power Sports, Ames
ValWall Power Sports, Indianola
Mason City Honda, Mason City
Ames Powersports, Ames
Verns Bikes & Trikes – Blooming Prairie, MN
Deb & Tim Lentsch (W)
Donna Bainter-McCullough (A)
Margie Platts (D)
Eileen & Dave Lathrop (F)
Dorothy & Doug Brons (S)
Roger & Lisa Fleming (I)
Bev Lloyd
Karen & Jay Sylling (W)
Colleen Deal (W)
Mark Smidt & Melissa Catron (A)
Randy Scott (O)
Brad & Kim Snyder (F)
Roger & Vicki Harris (W)
Sue Thompson (F)
Roxy Oder & Roger Munson (D)
Don & June Detwiler (I)
Roger & Sue Bahe (I)
Frank & Sharon Jackson (WI-DD)
Travis & Trevor Beitz, Jenny Tuetken (F) Al & Bev Rowhedder (F)
Chapter raffle baskets provided by: A, D, E, F, I, O, W

Host Hotel room rates: $84.99
Call direct: 641.451-6421, blocked under GWRRA
No elevator, call early for main floor room
Limited # of King bed rooms, most are 2 queen beds

Local Camping
Jefferson County Fairgrounds;

$15.00/night

2606 W Burlington Ave, Fairfield, IA 52556 641) 472-4959

To see and do in and around Fairfield
Local shopping
Fairfield Cultural District Self-guided heritage tour
maps available at www.fairfieldculturaldistrict.org

-----------------------------CUT HERE & MAIL----------------------------2020 Iowa

District Rally Registration (4/11/20)
Rider: _______________________ GWRRA #________ Exp ___/_____
Email ______ _______________________ Phone # ____-____-_______
Co/2nd-Rider: __________________GWRRA #________ Exp __/_____
Email _____________________________ Phone # ____-____-_______
Mailing Address: _________________________________
City, State, Zip __________________, _____ ____________
District/Chapter __ /____ Team Position________________________
Number attending Saturday evening banquet at $12.50 each _______
I/We agree to conform to and comply with the ideals governing this rally, and I/We further agree to hold harmless
GWRRA, co-sponsoring organizations, or any property owner or owners for any loss or injury to self or in which I/We
may become involved by reason of participation in this rally. I have read this entry form and agree to the above.
Please sign.
Rider ____________________________________ Date ___/____/____
Co/2nd Rider ______________________________ Date ___/____/____
Mail this completed form, with meal payment check issued to GWRRA Iowa District, by September 10, 2020 to:
Moravec’s 100 Heather Lane Springville IA 5233

StormLakeHonda.com
Email Storm Lake Honda Sales

VanWall.com
Email Van Wall

4645 Center Point Road NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Atlantic, IA 50022
(712)243-6343

Phone: (319) 393-1205
Fax: (319) 393-1025
McGrath Power Sports

Nishna Valley Cycle.com
Email NVC

FAX: (712)243-6845

325-8th Street
Altoona, Iowa

1603 Euclid Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50313
515-243-6217
1-800-358-5508
GarvisHonda.com
Email Garvis Honda
Sales

