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                        Black Sheep Pen ~ Chapter A

                              Des Moines, Iowa 

January 2021
  Chapter G2G -First Saturday of every month at Steamboat Boys, 1301 NW 114th Street, Clive, Iowa 50325. Phone 
number 515-223-5700.  Breakfast from 8 am to 10 am.  G2G starts at 9 am 

               



                             
                                                      National GWRRA Officers

Directors GWRRA Jere & Sherry Goodman jeregood@aol.com 

Rider Education Director Susan and St. George Huttman director-re@gwrra.org

Director Training   Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark- Interim Director lorriemthomas@aol.com

Membership Enhancement Directors Dan & Mary Costello mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com

Director of Overseas Allessandro and Mariarosa Boveri alboveri@gmail.com

Director’s Assistant   Bob & Nancy Shrader  floridadd@msn.com  

Director’s Assistant John & Shawn Irons  ironsline3414@gmail.com

Directors Assistant   Kevin Bramhoff & Karin Young  director@gwrra-nwc.com

Directors Assistant   Tom and Renee Wasluck- tom.renee11@gmail.com

Directors of Motorist Awareness James & Freida Clayson james.clayson@gmail.com

Director of Finance Randall & Janet Drake  financedirector@gwrra.org 

Iowa District Officers  

Director John & Yvette Moravec  iamoravecfam@yahoo.com  

Asst. Director Randy Heath  rjheath2@gmail.com 

Rider Educator Greg Hayes hayeswing@gmail.com  

Motorist Awareness Coordinator   Sue Thompson  redtrikerlady@gmail.com 

Motorist Awareness Coordinators John & Barb Kilmer  

University Coordinator Roxanne Oder & Roger Munson roxy50421@hotmail.com 

Membership Enhancement & Social Coordinators 

Treasurer   Melisa Catron & Mark Smidt  tazmom1988@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor   Sue Thompson redtrikerlady@gmail.com 

Webmaster   Kevin & Cheryle Miller kcfan@mchsi.com 
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            Chapter a Team Members

                                                          

                          

 Chapter Director-Randy Heath
 Assistant Chapter Directors-Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron
 Assistant Chapter Directors- Dennis Irvin and Donna Bainter-

McCullough
 Assistant Chapter Directors-Dave and Diane Tingle 
 Membership Enhancement Coordinators-Brian and Karen Black 
 Treasurer-Rick Halbur 
 Newsletter- Melissa Catron
 Ronald McDonald House Coordinator- 



           Shepard’s Stories

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas. I hope this year turns out better for all of 
us.

 If anyone has anything or pictures that they would like to share please get them to Melissa so she 
can get them into the newsletter. Also let’s get Donna some pictures ect. for the chapter web page. 
Let`s all show others what we do, what we are about and how much fun we have.  

As some of you know I will be heading for Texas soon. In my absence Dave and Diane Tingle will be 
taking care of the chapter business. I can still be reached via email or text message. The chapter 
officers had a planning meeting to finalize the agenda for 2021. It looks like we are going to have a 
busy year. And with the uncertainties of COVID-19 all activities will be contingent to Covids infectious 
rate and if or what the governor has stipulated on what we can or cannot do.

 Let's have fun in whatever we do.

Thanks everyone and I will see you soon.

-- 
Randy Heath
Chapter Director
GWRRA Iowa Chapter A
51494-3743





Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough

Assistant Chapter Directors

acdiachapa@gmail.com 

Hey all. Not much coming to mind this month. 

We just hope that you all had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We hope you got to spend 
some time with your families and friends. Hopefully the new year will allow us to get back together 
and all this virus stuff will be a memory.

Also, we'd like to thank Skip Larson for his article in last month’s newsletter. We found it very 
interesting. We are hoping to see more of that from you all in the future. It is nice to hear other’s 
stories and read of their adventures.

Stay safe everyone. See you all soon.

Dennis Irvin / Donna McCullough
Assistant Chapter Directors 
GWRRA IA-A
515-402-5189 / 515-979-4248

Sheep Outriders     
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                                                                   Sheep Outriders     

Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron

Assistant Chapter Directors

  marknmelissa@yahoo.com

Happy New Year and hopefully it will be better than 2020.  First of all thank you to John and Pam 
McDowell for coming back and assisting with MEC’s again for last 2 years.  Your devotion to the 
group as well as the GWRRA is very impressive. 2nd Welcome to Brian and Karen Black as our 
new MEC’s.  We are looking forward to helping you in your role as much as we can and know that 
you both will have big shoes to fill.  But you guys will do a great job.

Please keep your eyes out for the upcoming 2021 calendar of events and make sure to mark your 
calendars.  We have a bunch of campouts and other events that we are going to try to make 
work, but with COVID they may be cancelled.

As Randy stated please get your pictures, newsletter articles to me if you go on a trip without the 
Black Sheep.  I love to read the places that people have gone to and it gives us ideas on where to 
go that may be different. 

As always stay safe, healthy and most of all stay in each other hearts

mailto:marknmelissa@yahoo.com


                                                                                    Sheep Outriders     

Dave & Diane Tingle
Assistant Chapter Shepherds 

dtingle2@gmail.com  
dave.tingle23@gmail.com 

The Rams meeting was short people in fact there were only 3 of us that showed up for breakfast.  We decided there 
wasn’t enough minds to make a descision, so we tabled everything.  I think riding season is finally over for the fourth 
time.  Diane and I got in several late season rides and clocked over 200 miles.  So I have not winterized the trike the 
way the weather has been, we may have a few more miles to ride.  Plans are being made for dinner, rides, campouts 
and movie nights.  The schedule is very flexible so watch the schedule close.  Randy is going to Texas, so you have 
to put up with me for 3 months.

Everyone be safe and if attending a meeting is not for you we completely understand.  We will have more meetings.  
Be prepared for a little training on how to use the training tool available tous through the GWRRA.  Till next year be 
kind, be safe and keep smiling.  Hope you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Dave and Diane Tingle

Assistant Directors

Chapter A Des Moines, Ia

                  



We are sll in semi-lockdown here. What with the Covid-19 sll a threat, we had to be extra cauous because John was scheduled for rotator cu surgery as soon as the elecve surgery ban was li"ed. He had it done June 11, so because of prior pain he could not ride, and now he’s out of commission for the rest of the summer for riding. It willbe 4 wheels for us.It is nice to see that some of the scheduled events are happening now, and that the weather was great for the Mall Show.We also want to welcome Randy Heath back as Chapter A Director, and give a big thank you and kudos to Dennis Irvin and Donna McCullough for stepping up to keep our chapter going!As always, we are thinking of everyone, and praying for those dealing with illness, mourning and hardships.Pam and J

                          Sheep herder’s   
        
ksblack26@gmail.com

Karen and I got involved with GWRRA to spend time with my parents. Since we have been part of 
this chapter, we have developed many friendships and found lots of new places to visit for meals. We 
were welcomed with great acceptance. As many friends have left the group for various reasons new 
friends are entering. We are waiting anxiously for next year and the fun to go with it. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE. The Blacks.



Sheep herder’s      

John and Pam McDowell 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators

pamandjohnsr@msn.com

Wow, what a year we have had!!

John is finally seeing some improvement with his shoulder mobility. Now we are just waiting for the 
COVID-19  to get more under control, so we feel safe going out socially. Surely it will be better by 
spring. 

Even though we have done very little this past year, we feel honored to have been
Chapter A’s MEC’s. We want to acknowledge and congratulate Brian and Karen 
Black as our new MEC’s. It’s always good to get some younger blood involved in 
the Chapter. I’m sure they will do a great job!

We hope everyone had a Merry Christmas, and best wishes for 2021!!

John and Pam McDowell (former MEC’s)
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Greg Hayes

Iowa District Educator                                                                

515.229.1597 

hayeswing@gmail.com 

From your District Educator,

I am going out on a limb here, but I think it is quite possible the most of us have put away our motorcycles for the 
season.  So, I thought I would do an article about winter driving on 4 wheels.  We all have had plenty of experience 
in our lifetimes with driving on snow and ice cover roads in very cold temperatures.  But I find making checklists 
helpful to make sure I don’t forget something obvious.  Not that forgetting obvious things happens to me (cough, 
cough)  

      So, here is a quick list of winter driving tips.  Most of this is this is really about planning ahead.

1.  When it is really bad outside stay home
2. Make sure your vehicle is in good condition
3. Check your tire pressure.  (I had to fill up mine this morning after a drop in temperature)
4. Keep your tank at least half full.
5. Pack extra cold winter gear and supplies in case you get stranded.  Pack a shovel, blankets, and gloves.
6. Don’t use cruise control while driving in slippery conditions
7. Increase your following distance
8. Check the weather conditions before leaving
9. Make sure your phone is well charged and have a source of backup power for it.

 

Ram Wisdom
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10. If you are planning a longer trip let someone know what route you are taking and when you are planning on 
getting to your destination.

Sure, there are a lot of other suggestions and this list could get to be pages long.  But many of the suggestions out 
there are pretty obvious to all of us.

Until next month, stay warm, stay healthy, stay safe and stay happy. 

Greg Hayes

      Arena Champions                    



                       
                                                                    StormLakeHonda.com  

Email Storm Lake Honda Sales                                                                       

                                 
 VanWall.com 
Email Van Wall 

                                                                             
4645 Center Point Road NE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
Atlantic, IA 50022 

(712)243-6343 

           1603 Euclid Avenue  
Des Moines, IA 50313  

                            Phone: (319) 393-1205 FAX: (712)243-6845                                                                                  515-243-6217  

Fax: (319) 393-1025                                                              
McGrath Power Sports  

                                                                        

Nishna Valley Cycle.com 
Email NVC 

                        1-800-358-5508  
            
GarvisHonda.com  

                            Email Garvis Honda 
Sales

 

              325-8th Street   

                                                                                                                                                                                            Altoona, Iowa
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http://powersports.vanwall.com/
http://powersports.vanwall.com/about-us/contact-us
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