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Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough

Chapter Directors 

gwrraiowachapa@gmail.com 

 

As I sit here writing this, winter has made its appearance. And with a vengeance. Up until now, at least in my opinion, the winter 

hasn’t been too bad. Seems as if this is just about what we had last year. Didn’t get much weather until mid-January, then it 

unleashed upon us. It appears as though we will be dealing with winter weather for a while now. I, for one, am hoping this stuff 

packs its bags and moves on soon. I am, as I’m sure many of you are, suffering from PMS (Parked Motorcycle Syndrome) and I’m 

ready to get the riding season in gear.  

January 4th we had our Christmas Party. A wonderful time it was. Marsha and Russ went to a lot of work in preparation for this 

event and it showed. Thank you to all who came out and helped set stuff up and clean up. A huge thank you to Russ and Marsha 

for all their work. As usual, great food and fun times. Those of you that couldn’t make it, you missed a good time and we missed 

you.  

We are in need of someone who would like to take over the Christmas Party. Russ and Marsha have done it the last two years and 

have decided it is time for them to retire from this position. If this is something you’d like to help us out with, let Donna or I know 

and we’ll have a sit down and get the ball rolling.  

Sweetheart weekend is fast approaching. Those of us who have been know what a fun time it is. Chapter E goes to a lot of work to 

make this a fun time. If you have been, you know what I am saying. If you haven’t been, you owe it to yourself to go. Check out 

the registration later in this newsletter.  

Remember the bowling party after the next gathering. Come out and bowl or just come to watch and enjoy the camaraderie.  

Officer’s conference and Crazy Supper on March 7th.  Crazy supper is a lot of fun, the training is informational and fun as well. 

Flyer for this as well in this newsletter.  

 

 

 

    

   



                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron 

Assistant Chapter Directors 

  marknmelissa@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

We started 2020 off with a great Holiday Party that was hosted by Russ and Marsha Peterson-Tell.   

They provided some fun games one of which was to make a Rudolf out of balloons, panty hose and  

a red nose.  Of course, the girls won.  Congratulations to Carol Byrd, Roxanne Oder, and Yvette Moravec. 

Then of course we had the Dirty Santa gift exchange and that was a lot of fun and laughs.  Food and  

friends were great and we had a wonderful time. 

 

Mark and I would like to apologize for the January 9 meet and eat at Pleasant Hill Diner, we had called  

earlier in the week and informed them that we would have between 15 to 20 people attending and 

was told not a problem. By the time we arrived the person behind the counter informed me that another  

group had come in without reservations and that they had given our spot to them.  This is going to be a 

learning curve for us, but be assured that we will make sure that this doesn’t happen again.  

 

We are looking forward to Sweetheart Weekend and hope a lot of Black Sheep will make the trip down. 

 

In March we will have some exciting news to share!! 
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John and Pam McDowell  

Membership Enhancement Coordinators 

pamandjohnsr@msn.com 

 

 

Did you know that Iowa is ranked as one of the best states to retire in? Maybe if you go south for the winter! Hope the 

groundhog does not see his shadow Feb. 2. 

On Jan. 4 we had the Black Sheep Holiday Party. Russ Tell and Marsha Peterson did a fabulous job to make it a really 

fun event. As always, the food was great and plentiful, and the balloon challenge and the gift swap was hilarious! A big 

thank you to Russ and Marsha for all the work they did!! 

On Jan. 9 we had a Meet & Eat at the Pleasant Hill Diner in Pleasant Hill. The food was good and reasonably priced, but 

unfortunately the group was separated by booth seating, so interaction was inhibited. 

Jan. 23 will be a Meet & Eat at Big Al’s BBQ in Des Moines (1810 Army Post Rd.) Meet there at 6:30 p.m. It has a good 

atmosphere and tasty food. 

Feb. 1 is our Chapter Get Together at the Cozy Café in Johnston (8385 Birchwood Ct.). Come early for the breakfast 

buffet or order from the menu. The G2G starts at 8:30 a.m. Afterward, there will be a bowling party at Merle Hay Lanes 

where you can come to play or just come to watch. 

Feb. 13 will be a Meet & Eat at Politos La Pizza House in Des Moines (1440 Maury St.). Meet there at 6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 27 will be a Meet & Eat at the Fireside Grille in Altoona (528 8th St. SE). Meet there at 6:30 p.m. 

Have a Happy Valentine ‘s Day! 
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                                                       Motorist Awareness 
 

 

Following are the classes we currently are scheduled to present.  We'll likely add a few more as time 

goes by.  If you'd like to attend any of them, we'd love to see you.  The presentation is 90 minutes 

long.  When the weather permits, we like to ride (hence the presentations at further distances). 

  

January 

East High School - January 22 @ 4:30 p.m. 

  

February 

Collins Maxwell - February 18 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Carlisle High School - February 20 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Nevada High School - February 28 @ 6:00 p.m.  

  

March 

Urbandale High School - March 9 @ 4:00 p.m. 

Ankeny Street Smarts - March 18 @ 11:30 a.m. 

Ankeny Street Smarts - March 18 @ 1:30 p.m. 

  

April 

Lincoln High School - April 6 @ 4:30 p.m.  

East High School - April 8 @ 4:30 p.m. 

Carlisle High School - April 27 @ 6:00 p.m. 

  

May 

Lincoln High School - May 4 @ 4:30 p.m. 

East High School - May 19 @ 4:30 p.m. 

  

  

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month.  We are in very early stages of putting together a presentation 

for elementary schools.  Our idea is a short slide show, then a motorcycle clothing/riding gear "fashion 

show."  If anyone is interested in participating in the fashion show and/or planning, please let us know 

at mark@McAfeeRealty.com. 
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Greg Hayes 

Iowa District Educator                                                                 

515.229.1597  

hayeswing@gmail.com  

 

 

From your District Educator 

Before I get started with my article, I wanted to let you know the Safety Weekend flyer is out and should be attached to this 

newsletter. Let me know if you have any questions about it. 

This month I wanted to inform you about a new position that is at the Chapter level. They gave the position a nice long name 

of Chapter Skill Enhancement Advisor. This position is appointed by the Chapter Director and will have a phone interview with 

the District Educator, which is me. This position is not mandatory for chapters to have and is not an officer. I would like 

Chapter Directors to let me know if they have someone that could fill this position. Then, I will talk with that person and have 

them sign a confidentiality agreement. 

One of the responsibilities of this person is to receive a quarterly Chapter Levels Report that I will send out so that they can 

assist the members in knowing what their status in the Levels Program is, what classes they may need coming up and to help 

members move up in Levels. Individual members can access their Levels information anytime. However, having this 

information on a quarterly basis will be helpful most members. If a chapter does not have a Chapter Skill Enhancement 

Advisor (CSEA) then my quarterly report will go to the Chapter Director. The CSEA can be one of the existing Chapter 

Officers, but the position does not automatically make the person an officer. 

This position can be more than being the Levels information person. Some of the encouraged responsibilities include: 

 Serve as an example by being actively engaged in the Levels Program.  

 Monthly, or as often as possible and weather permitting based on Members interest, put on an on-bike skills day with skill 

practice, bike games for riders and co-riders. 

 Team with the Chapter Ride Coordinator to promote the importance of best riding practices at chapter gatherings, rides and 

events.  
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 Utilize the quarterly Chapter Levels Report provided by the District Educator to support the Members and assist them in 

achieving milestones and earning recognition.  

 Communicate directly with the District Educator to advocate for classes and courses to serve any chapter participant with an 

interest in progressing in the levels program, becoming a more proficient rider and being better prepared to respond to 

emergency situations. 

The CSEA should be a current Level II Rider or Co-Rider and have a basic knowledge of the GWRRA Rider Education 

Program. They are an active participant on the Chapter staff and takes direction from the Chapter Director. They also will get 

guidance and support from and communicate directly with the District Educator but will keep the Chapter Director in the loop 

to assure the needs of the chapter participants are met. The CSEA will not have access to the Rider Education database like 

the former Chapter Educator had but will rely on the District Educator to provide relevant Levels information for the chapter. 

With the demise of the Chapter Educator position a couple of years ago, we have seen participation in the Levels program 

suffer. It was never the intent of GWRRA to diminish the importance of rider safety or the importance of rider safety education, 

including First Aid and CPR, as well as the rider skills courses. Those of us in Rider Education are very excited to see this new 

position created and are very hopeful that Chapter participants will see a great value added to their chapters.  

In future articles I will be presenting ideas for how chapters can add on-bike skill days and bike games. Note that the on-bike 

skill days are not a substitution for our riding skill courses and involve no instructors but allow members to practice their riding 

skills. I have had people talk about wanting something like this so I am excited to present this information. 

Until next month, stay warm and stay safe, 

Greg Hayes 
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