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Thanksgiving is almost upon us and Donna and I want to wish everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving. We
hope you get to spend time with loved ones and enjoy the spirit of this holiday. Christmas is right around
the corner as well. Where has the year gone?
We want to take a minute to remember one of our own lost recently. While part of the life cycle, while we
mourn the loss of anyone, this one hits Donna and me a little more personally. Roger and Laura are the
reason that her and I are in this organization and in this group. Roger touched many lives and he will be
dearly missed. Rest in peace Roger.
Several of us went to the Horizon Program training in Toledo recently and had a good time and learned
quite a bit. We wholly recommend going to this presentation if you get the chance. It is all about team
building and a great way to meet some new people. Oh, and all the food was pretty darn good too.
Lots of holiday events going on here in the next month or so. Some of us are going to be headed over the
Chapter F after our next gathering to be part of their celebration. See the flyer in this newsletter for more
information. Donna and I will also be out and trying to get to more of the Chapters events here in coming
months and anyone is more than welcome to come along. We will let you know more when we are
planning on attending these events.
Don’t forget our Christmas Party on Jan. 4th. Meat and table service are provided by Russ and Marsha.
Please bring a dish to share and a dirty Santa gift. More information as well later in this letter.

Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron
Assistant Chapter Directors
marknmelissa@yahoo.com

We would like to express our condolences to the Laura Black and family on the recent loss of Roger.
Chapter A will miss his smiling face.
Starting this month and every quarter there will be a flyer posted for the 4-month free trial period for GWRRA.
This is in hopes to bring in new members to the organization.
Mark and I attended the Horizon training in Toledo with Dennis and Donna and Rick. We had a great time
meeting new people, learning new things and of course having a few laughs. Thank you to Clara Boldt and
Roxanne Oder for putting on this event.
Don’t forget to be looking at going to the Sweetheart weekend February 15 and 16 th in Nauvoo, Illinois. Last
year was our first time going and it was an amazing weekend.

We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and are looking forward to 2020.

John and Pam McDowell
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
pamandjohnsr@msn.com

We want to remember our dear friend Roger Black, who passed on to heaven on Nov. 7. We feel honored to
know him and will always remember his sense of humor and gentle kindness. Love and prayers for Laura and
the Black family.
On Nov. 2 we had our Get Together at the Cozy Café in Johnston. We had an honorary Black Sheep, Duane
Voy (Dave’s brother from Minnesota) who surprised us with his presence.
On Nov. 14 we had a Meet & Eat at the Hibachi Grill in West Des Moines. The Black Sheep that attended
enjoyed the huge variety of food this buffet has to offer. (Even ice cream!)
Our next Get Together is Dec. 7 at the Cozy Café in Johnston (8385 Birchwood Ct.). Come early for breakfast
buffet or order from the menu. The G2G starts at 8:30 a.m.
The Dec. calendar is clear of events.
The Black Sheep Holiday Party is Jan. 4, 2020, at Walnut Woods State Park Lodge. Refer to the flyer for
details.
Sadly, our trike is officially in hibernation for the winter.

Happy Holidays!

Greg Hayes
Iowa District Educator
515.229.1597
hayeswing@gmail.com

From the Iowa District Rider Educator
With the gift giving season arriving I wanted to throw out a few ideas for motorcycle related gifts. My
guess is that you have some ideas of your own as well.
Gloves – I always ride wearing gloves. They protect my hands in sunny weather from getting burnt, in
cold weather from getting cold, from bugs, rain, hail, etc. If I were to fall while on my motorcycle, I am
sure my instinct will be to put my hand out to lessen the impact. I also like how leather gloves improve my
grip on the handlebars so that I don’t have to grip as hard, thereby reducing hand fatigue. However, no
one pair of gloves seems to work for all weather situations. So, a person needs a pair for warm weather,
rainy weather and cold weather, at least. Does someone you know need a new pair of gloves?
Pants – Sure, we probably all wear pants when we ride. However, I know I am guilty of wear regular
jeans too often when riding. They really are not going to last very long if I ended up sliding down the
street. We are talking about jeans not lasting even a second of sliding. So, I have been working on
purchasing options. I have had some textile motorcycle pants, which are still my favorite option. These
have some mesh and are light colored so I can stay cool in hot weather. They can be worn just as
regular pants, or over pants so I could wear shorts that I can peel down to when I get off the bike. I also
bought some motorcycle jeans. They cost more than regular jeans but I expect them to last many years.
The ones I bought are a single layer material but have a Kevlar like material built into the denim. Some

have a Kevlar liner or have Kevlar reinforcing added to the denim. There are a lot of options on
motorcycle jeans, but I would recommend getting something that can have armored pads added in the
knees and hip areas. I also bought some Bohn pant liners but have not ridden with them yet. You must
be careful when putting them on to not damage them. But they provide a lot of good padding and can be
worn under ordinary pants. Then, there are the leather options. I’ve had leather riding pants, but they
weren’t the most comfortable. I also have worn leather chaps. They will protect your legs but leave an
important area unprotected. Again, there are downsides to anything you wear so I like having options.
How old are your helmets? Is it time to replace them? It is recommended that helmets should be replaced
after about 5 years. Maybe the helmet is okay, but do you need to replace a face shield? No one wants
to be looking through a face shield covered with scratches. A new face shield can be a low-cost gift.
One more idea for a gift would be to get a first aid kit to carry on a motorcycle, whether it is your first kit of
a replacement for an old kit.
The list of ideas for what to get a motorcyclist is long and I want to keep this article relatively short. These
were just a few ideas to consider.
Happy holidays! May it be also a safe one.
Greg Hayes

Holiday Party
Saturday, January 4, 2020

Doors open at 5PM
Dinner at 6PM
Plate Service, and Meat Provided
Bring a dish to share, your beverages, and a "Dirty Santa" gift to swap

Games, Gifts, and Dirty Santa
Walnut Woods State Park Lodge
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Donna and I took a small trip to Perryville Missouri to see the replica of the Vietnam Memorial Wall

that is in Washington D.C. Kind of checking things out as we are planning a group ride there this
summer. This wall is an exact replica in all details and is very impressive. If you can’t make it to D.C.,
this one is a lot closer. Very nice facility and they are working on a museum. We also picked up two
more Bubba Freedom Rocks. One in not far from Perryville and the other is in St. Robert, just outside
Ft. Leonard Wood where I did basic training 35 years ago. We paid a visit to there too. We also made
a stop at the Uranus Fudge Factory in St. Robert while we were there. Fun little place. This little
attraction has a restaurant, the fudge factory, escape chamber, and even and old style circus freak
show. Nice place to spend some time. Finally, on the way home, we stopped in Osceola, Missouri at
the Osceola cheese factory. 250+ kinds of cheese plus meats, wines and lots of other stuff. A fun trip
with lots to do.

