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Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough

Chapter Directors 

acdiachapa@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Wow, another month has gone by in the blink of an eye it seems. September is upon us and the year is winding 

down but there are still lots of things going on that we should be able to get lots more riding in the rest of this year.  

We covered a lot of things at the monthly get together. Stay tuned to the emails, the Facebook page and the 

newsletter for reminders.  

First off, we want to let you know that due to some lifestyle changes and some different responsibilities, Dave and 

Diane Tingle have decided to step down as assistant directors. We want to thank them for their time as our 

assistants as well as their time in service as chapter directors and district MEC’s. They have always been active 

helping out getting things done and we wish them well with their new adventures. I’m sure they will not be strangers 

and will be participating as much as they can.  

We have finally been in contact with Kennybrook village in Grimes about doing trike rides. Some miscommunication 

had them not getting back to us but we have finally gotten something set up. On Sunday September 8th, they are 

having their fall festival and have invited us to come out and show off our machines and give rides. Arrive at 2pm, 

give rides and let residents see the bikes. At 3, we are invited to join the residents for conversation and a meal 

provided by the facility. Donna and I will be going out after we get back from the New Hampton Rally and hope that 

many of you will come join us. They are really excited about getting this together. Staying simple for now but we 

might be able to set up another time to go out later in the day and do a light show/bike show. Please think about 

coming out and joining in the fun and giving the residents something different to do.  

While we were waiting to hear from Kennybrook, we also contacted Calvin Community here in Des Moines. They 

also are very excited about this and we are working to set something up there as well. They need to get a little 

information to send up the chain to get approval. Stay tuned for more on this event.  

The district rally is fast approaching. September 20-21 in Oelwein. The district staff put on a great event last year and 

I expect it to be just as good this year. Better if the weather cooperates. This is a free will donation to attend. There 

will be plenty of events going on and plenty of rides. Saturday meal is provided for $10/person. If you have been 

before, you know how much fun it is. If you haven’t been, you should plan on going and joining in the fun. Hotels and 

campsites are still available but don’t delay.  
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The New Hampton Rally is on September 6-7. The boy scouts are in the process of trying to rebuild this rally since 

the family has backed out of it. The chapter has had some good times there and we encourage everyone to check it 

out if you are free that weekend. They have a charity ride on Friday, a poker run on Saturday plus music and 

vendors and lots of stuff all weekend long. Something for everyone.  

The Christmas party has been set up. See the flyer for more information. We are working on the Halloween party 

plus a potluck/get together. More on those when we get some stuff finalized.  

The fall ride is going to be in the west end of the state. We are going to bring back the ride we had planned for 

Memorial Day weekend when the weather was less than accommodating. We are planning to do a ride to see the 

falls in Sioux Falls and spend time in the Loess Hills. More information will be coming on this as well.  

Ronald McDonald house plans are in the works. More later in this newsletter.  

August 25th, John Kost is going to lead a ride to the Grotto in West Bend. We will be leaving the Walmart on south 

duff in Ames at 1pm. Ride to the grotto, tour, dinner afterwards and ride home. Will be a fun day. We need a 

headcount for the restaurant so please let me know if you are going.  

October 5th, we are having a Road Captains course after the gathering. We have 6 people at this point but would like 

to see anyone interested in this to come join us. It is a good refresher for those that have had it and for those who 

never have, it gives a lot of information on what each position in the group should be doing. Gives you understanding 

of what each person needs to think about. You don’t have to lead rides just because you take this but it is good to 

have in case you do lead a ride. If you didn’t sign up at the gathering and want to come join us, let me know.  

Lastly for our part, we’d like you to please keep our members who are dealing with some issues in your thoughts and 

prayers. Roger and Laura, Randy and Debbie, Ed and Madeline, Maggie and Dave, and D.J. have been working 

though some health issues. And, Rhonda is dealing with the loss of her mother. Some positive thoughts and energy 

can do wonders. 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron 

Assistant Chapter Directors 

  marknmelissa@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Here is to cooler weather and some more great riding.  Where has this year gone.  It is hard to believe that summer 

is gone and soon the fall season will begin.  Looking forward to leaves changing and pumpkins. 

Mark and I would like to thank Dave and Diane Tingle for all of their help and guidance since we have become 

Assistant Directors.  We still have a lot to learn and  know that they will be there if we need them.  We know that they 

will still be active and participate to keep this Chapter growing. 

For those of you that are going to Wing Ding, please feel free to write an article on your experiences at the event to 

share in the October newsletter. 

Mark and I will be heading up to the District Rally on Thursday September 19th and are planning on stopping at the 

Motorcycle museum in Anamosa if anyone would like to ride along.  Of course, we are excited to attend the District 

Rally again this year and cannot wait to see what the District Officers are going to put on for the rally. 

Don’t forget there is a campout at McTil Farms from August 30th thru the 2nd and also Davis Rally September 6th & 

7th.  Mark and I will be going up to the Davis Rally on the 4th and coming home on the 6th , if anyone would like to ride 

along.  

         Looking forward to the Halloween party next month and hopefully another murder mystery.  Even though   

         It turned out that I was the killer in the last one we did!!!                 
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John and Pam McDowell  

Membership Enhancement Coordinators 

pamandjohnsr@msn.com 

 

 It feels like when the Iowa State Fair is over and the kids head back to school, the summer days are rapidly 
coming to an end. We can only hope for a mild autumn to extend the riding season.  

On July 25 Dennis Irvin led the Loop Ride to Tojo’s Bar & Grill in Jamaica, where 15 Black Sheep turned out for 
good comfort food, after a ride in the rain!  

On Aug. 3 we had 24 Black Sheep at our Get Together. Mark Smidt led a ride afterward that somehow ended 
up at Goldie’s, in Prairie City, for ice cream!  

On Aug. 8 the Loop Ride, led by Dennis Irvin, went to Manny’s Diner in Knoxville, where 12 Black Sheep 
enjoyed good food with good friends.   

Aug. 22 is an Ice Cream Run to Frostee’s in Winterset (101 E Green St.). Meet at Southridge Mall near Sears. 
Ride starts at 6:30 p.m.  

Aug. 25 is an impromptu ride to the Shrine of the Grotto in West Bend. RSVP to Dennis or Donna. Ride starts at 
1 p.m. from the Walmart parking lot in Ames off S Duff.  

Aug. 27-31 is Wing Ding 41 in Nashville, TN.  
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Aug. 31-Sept. 2 may be a Labor Day Weekend Ride yet to be determined.  

Sept. 6&7 is the New Hampton Rally in New Hampton, IA.  

Sept. 12 is a Loop Ride to `somewhere’ in Newton. Meet at Bomgaars (5049 NE 14th). Ride starts at 6:30 p.m.  

Sept. 14, we have our Get Together at the Cozy Cafe in Johnston (8385 Birchwood Ct.). Breakfast buffet starts 
at 8 a.m. and the G2G starts at 8:30 a.m.  

Sept. 20-21 is the Iowa District Rally at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Oelwein, IA.  

Sept. 26 is a Loop Ride to the Checkerboard Restaurant in Pleasantville (108 E Monroe St). Meet at Southridge 
Mall near Sears. Ride starts at 6:30 p.m.  

As always, refer to the Chapter A website calendar for event details and any changes that may occur.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Greg Hayes 

Iowa District Educator                                                                 

515.229.1597  

hayeswing@gmail.com  

 

 

 

From the Iowa District Rider Educator 

 

I attended the Region E Reunion ride in last weekend up in La Crosse, Wisconsin, and had a great time. The main 

purpose of the event was just to get together and rides some fine roads. There were a number of organized rides, 

where they had already solicited a road captain and tail, then allowed up to 5 more bikes to sign up, limiting the 

groups to 7 bikes. I got to sign up for a ride each day with a different group. Every bike came from a different 

chapter, so it was interesting to see how well the team worked. Most everyone has had the same training, so you 

would expect that people who had never ridden together before as a group would still following the same rules. I was 

impressed that this was the case and this really helped make the ride enjoyable. When there is some predictability in 

what to expect from your fellow riders, we will tend to feel safer. That being said, I found the two groups a little 

different, both in what the road captain did, as well as the rest of the team. 

Both road captains did a good job of having a pre-ride meeting where they let us know how often we were stopping, 

where we were going and some basic riding etiquette, such as the staggered pattern, what to do at a stop, avoiding 

too big of gaps, and so on. On the road, both of the road captains called out changes in road speed, turns coming up 

and lane changes. The tails were great in securing the new lane for the lane changes and communicating with the 

road captain. However, one road captain tended to change lanes before the tail had communicated that the lane was 

secure. Also, one team was much better in staying close together. One advantage of staying close together is that 

other vehicles are less likely to try to merge into the group of motorcycles. Another problem with getting spread out is 

that sometimes the tail and the captain can lose communications. That is probably because the squelch is turned up 

fairly high and a weaker signal does not activate the CB receiver. 
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I think groups get spread out for a variety of reasons. When we get tired, we know our reaction time gets longer so 

people start to leave larger gaps in front of each other. Same thing happens when we are distracted, which could be 

caused by having other conversations, checking our GPS, enjoying the scenery, thinking about supper plans, and so 

on. It could be some people just don’t like staying close together. Staying close in requires staying alert. Or, they 

may be concerned about their own skills or are concerned about their reaction times. There may be valid reasons for 

increasing gaps. Certainly, curvy roads, wet roads, poor roads and darkness can be good reasons. However, we 

typically can be safer if we can keep our spacing tighter. 

It is obvious that the common training we receive with the Road Captain and the Team Riding courses make riding 

with other GWRRA groups much easier, more predictable and more enjoyable. I found neither group performed 

perfectly, yet I never felt unsafe with the group. But I think we should always strive to get better. No one does it 

perfectly. There are challenges to being the Road Captain (RC) or the Tail (TG) and we should be grateful to anyone 

that steps up to be one of these. But, all of us can improve in whatever we do. Team riding is a big part of GWRRA 

for many members. We all want it to be safe and very enjoyable. My recommendation is to never become 

complacent and to always look at how you can improve no matter what position you are in a group ride. The people 

in the middle are just as important on paying attention to their role in the group as the two ends are.  

Look at any opportunity to take another Team Riding or Road Captain course. Please don’t think the Road Captain 

course is only for RCs and TGs. Every member on a ride will benefit from understanding roles of the RC and TG. We 

held a Team Riding course before the Crazy Supper this year and we would be glad to come to your chapter to hold 

another one. We are also going to have more Road Captain courses in the next year and a half. I hear people are 

afraid to take that class thinking that they will then be pressured to be a Road Captain. However, if you are not 

comfortable with that position, I don’t think people will be expecting you to do something that is outside what you feel 

you are capable of doing. But, please do attend these courses. Everyone who rides in our groups should take these 

courses eventually. If you have taken them before, taking them again is a great refresher and an opportunity to get 

even better. 

Until next month, enjoy your ride and I wish you a safe one. 

Greg Hayes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NEWS UPDATE: 

Here is my first report as the Chapter Ronald McDonald House Coordinator.  I have been in touch with the Ronald 
McDonald House.  I am including their 'wish' list with the newsletter.  In addition to their normal 'wish' list, the Des Moines 
Ronald McDonald House has a wish list on Target's website.  It is under 'organizations'.  With the upcoming opening of 
their second location in Des Moines at Mercy, they have a lot of things they are in need of.  With the opening of the new 
Ronald McDonald House Mercy location, they will be able to serve an additional 14 families.  They can serve 18 families 
at the current location.  One thing they are in need of is pillows for BOTH locations.  They need 152 pillows for the current 
location and 112 for the new Mercy location.  I thought if we could find a way, it would be neat if we could supply 'a house 
full of pillows' and they could say, Pillows supplied by The Black Sheep.  Looking to see what we can find.  They want 
regular sized pillows, of a decent kind.  They have these listed on the Target site, but in no way do they have to come 
from there.  They are in need of lots of things to help furnish the new Mercy House.   
 
They DO still want pop tabs!   
 
They would be interested in blankets for the siblings of the child in the hospital.  These would be of different 
sizes.  Looking for interest in getting together and making some blankets.  Would like to have more discussion, and 
maybe a 'group' of Black Sheep to get together and make some.  Right now, Jo Ann's has fleece on sale for 50% off.  I do 
have some ideas where we could make blankets that are single layer instead of double.  This would be something I would 
like to work with some of you and see what we can do. They require no sewing and the edges are a very simple crochet 
design.    
 
They have what they call "Sweet Surprises Program", which is something they would love groups to do, but maybe not 
around any holiday.  They get lots of donations for this around holidays such as Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Valentines, etc.  They would love to have something that could be given on a regular day.  This is a program where a bag 
of 'sweet surprises' which can be snacks, and other items that they would then put outside the family's door, and when 
they get up in the morning, they find a 'sweet surprise'.  Would like us to get together and make some to be handed out. 
Donations to these would be great.  Would need 18 of any items, or if it is a snack, either a larger item, or several 
because some of the rooms would have more than just one person, could be a family.  Food items would need to be 
purchased, not homemade. 
 
They are always looking for meal preppers.  Right now, these would be prepared at the current house and there would be 
a portion that would need to be delivered to the other temporary house at Mercy  When the new one is opened, then there 
will be one group at Methodist and one at the Mercy, and would not need to be for both places.  If anyone is interested in 
this there is a calendar on line on their website to sign up on.  If you want to do this, you can go ahead and do it, but 
please let me know.  You can email me at lballardgreen59@gmail.com or call or text me at 515-419-5819.  Please let me 
know so I can keep up and I will try to be there to help.   
 
Lots of things we can do to help the Des Moines Ronald McDonald Houses.  Let’s get our minds together and work 
together to get some fun things going for them.  If you have ideas, please let me know also, 
 
 
Attached is the link for the PDF of Wishes at RMH  
 
 
 
 

RMH-Wish-List 

(1).pdf
 

Thanks  
Loise 

mailto:lballardgreen59@gmail.com


August 30th thru September 2 

Camping at McTil Farm 

52786-740th Street 

Anita, Iowa 50020 

Rides are being planned  

 

New Hampton Motorcycle Rally 

September 6 & 7, 2019 

Mikkelson Park - New Hampton, IA 

Great  — Fun Events — Cash 

Prizes 

Join us for the New Hampton Motorcycle Rally where you 
can catch up with old friends and make new ones while 
helping support the Boy Scouts and other local 
organizations. 

CONTACT US AT 

nhrall a outlook.com 



                 New Hampton Motorcycle Rally September 6-7 on FACEBOOK 

Camping & Firewood 

Available Mon-Sun through 

Local Boy Scouts Troop 48 

 

                                                       

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Holiday Party 

Saturday, January 4, 2020 

Doors open at 5PM 

Dinner at 6PM 

Plate Service, and Meat Provided 

Bring a dish to share, your beverages, and a "Dirty Santa" gift to 

swap 

Games, Gifts, and Dirty Santa 

Walnut Woods State Park Lodge 
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4645 Center Point Road NE  

Cedar Rapids, IA 52402  
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           1603 Euclid Avenue   
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McGrath Power Sports   

 

Nishna Valley Cycle.com  
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              1-800-358-5508   
            GarvisHonda.com   
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