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Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough
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As I sit here writing this, contemplating building an Ark, it seems as if this weather pattern we are
having will never end. 5 months are already gone this year. I am hoping that once we turn the corner
into the next month, that things will return to more normal and we can get out and get some riding in.
I, for one, am way behind average from past years.
Lots of things coming up as we progress into summer. We have a camping trip in June. We will be
looking into rebooking the one in Walnut that got canceled due to weather. Dinner rides in full swing
and I’m always up for impromptu rides. Give us some ideas of where you’d like to go and what you’d
like to see. We can use these for after gathering rides or for any other weekend rides that we might
want to put together. Keep an eye on the calendar. Come on out and have some fun.
Some of us took a nice ride over and back to attend Chapter F’s Spring Wing Warm Up. That was a
fun time and I’d recommend you think about attending next year.
We also had a good time at Safety weekend. Got some people trained in new stuff and met some
new people. Part of that training got two of our own Black Sheep trained to be Medic First Aid/CPR
instructors. Now, should people need that training and can’t make safety weekend or another event,
we can set something up locally. Congratulations to Melissa and Donna for getting certified and being
ready to help us all out.
Take care everyone. We will see you out on the road soon.

Dave & Diane Tingle
Assistant Chapter Shepherds
dtingle2@gmail.com
dave.tingle23@gmail.com

Mall show June 15th
Meet at the NW corner of the mall by 8:30AM
The name and address of the mall is
Outlets of Des Moines
801 Bass Pro Drive
Altoona, Iowa 50009

If you have any questions
contact Dave Tingle at 515-418-0548

Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron
Assistant Chapter Directors
marknmelissa@yahoo.com

Well we are hoping the weather will improve so that we can start riding. We attempted to ride our
bike out to Las Vegas last month with Roger Munson and Roxanne Oder, but the wind gods were not
very friendly to us or the bike. The CB antenna broke and we also lost the screws to one of the hand
wings and were very lucky that we didn’t lose it. In last month’s newsletter Greg talked about the
winds and believe me the tips and advice that he gave came to good use. We were fine until we got
into Nebraska and the winds were around 60 miles per hr. We had the horse trailer full of luggage as
well as 6 bowling balls that weighed 15 pounds each. It was all Mark could do to keep the wing
upright. Roger was also having a hard time even on the trike while pulling their trailer. We turned
around (Mark and me) and came back home and got my car, drove out and had an amazing time with
them and Roxanne’s sons.
Donna and myself became MEDIC FIRST AID ® and CPR Instructors at Safety Weekend. Thank
you to all who attended. Thank you to John and Laurel Kuehl for coming from Indiana to get us
certified. It was a great learning experience for me and I am looking forward to teach more classes in
the future. This was my first-time attending Safety Weekend and it was very educational, as well as, I
made new friends and had some fun.

John and Pam McDowell
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
pamandjohnsr@msn.com

April and May weather is so fickle in Iowa. Unfortunately, the first scheduled camping weekend to
Walnut, IA got cancelled.
On Apr. 25 Dennis led the first Loop Ride of the season to Giorgio’s in Colfax. It was a great ride
and 15 Black Sheep enjoyed going there.
On May 4 we had our Get Together at the Cozy Cafe in Johnston with a turnout of 19 Black
Sheep. Afterward, several from Chapter A rode to Chapter F’s Spring Warmup at McGrath’s
Power Sports in Cedar Rapids. Finally, good weather for a ride!
On May 9 our Loop Ride to Goldie’s became a Meet & Eat at Big Al’s BBQ on Army Post in Des
Moines. The cold windy weather didn’t stop 19 Black Sheep from going. It was a fun place to go
to!
On May 23 we had a ride to PJ’s in Panora. PJ’s always has good food and good ice cream. It
was a nice ride and a fun group.
May 25-27 was the Memorial Weekend Ride to Loess Hills. The weather also made us cancel
this trip.
On June 1 we have our Get Together at the Cozy Cafe in Johnston (8385 Birchwood Ct.)
Breakfast buffet starts at 8 a.m. and the G2G starts at 8:30 a.m.
On June 13 we have a Loop Ride to Saints Avenue Cafe in Boone (1312 S Story St.) Meet at
Bomgaars (5049 NE 14th St.). The ride leaves at 6:30 p.m.

On June 15 we have our Mall Bike Show at the Outlet Mall of Des Moines in Altoona (801 Bass
Pro Drive). Meet to setup at 8:30 a.m. at the NW corner of the mall. Bring your bikes, trikes,
trailers and campers.
June 21-23 is a Camping Weekend at Prairie Flower Recreation Area at Saylorville Lake.
As always, refer to the Chapter A website calendar for event details and any changes that may
occur.

John and Pam McDowell. Chapter A MEC’s

Tim Pherigo contact for the RAMs
RAM Rod
TIMPHERIGO2@msn.com

RAM’S will be starting to get rides put together,
please watch for updates via the Black Sheep
Facebook Page and also the Chapter Calendar

Greg Hayes
Iowa District Educator
515.229.1597
hayeswing@gmail.com

As I am driving or riding in to or from work on I-235 in the middle of Des Moines my mind
wanders a bit. I am always thinking about the traffic, but I sometimes find myself shaking my
head at some of the driving habits of my fellow highway users. But, all in all, most people are just
wanting to get to work or get back home efficiently and without incident. The key to this safe
movement is for people to follow the rules, use good judgment and pay attention to what is
happening around them. Driving in traffic is a social event. We all share a common goal, to arrive
to our destination safely. Using good social behaviors pays off for everyone.
However, there is a certain percentage of drivers that seem to play by different rules. They are
the ones that will take advantage of other drivers’ more cooperative nature by weaving through
traffic or passing other drivers that have merged due to a lane closing waiting until the very end
of the lane before cutting into the proper lane. If everyone did that then we would have more
chaos on the roads. It would probably look like the traffic you see in places like Rome.
Fortunately, the majority of drivers do use good driving behaviors. I see people slow down a little
if they are traveling in the right lane and are approaching an entrance ramp so that there is space
between vehicles to allow the vehicles on the entrance ramp to merge smoothly. When this is
done vehicles don’t have to cut in narrowly between other vehicles. The merging drivers will have
turned their heads to see where a safe gap is and adjust their speed accordingly so they can
merge smoothly. They then are merging at the same speed that traffic is moving which allows the
other vehicles that are merging on the highway to safely find gaps, and it prevents all the traffic
from having to slow down. We do notice when someone fails in their actions with either not
providing an opportunity for the merging traffic to merge smoothly or when the merging vehicles

are not doing their part in adjusting their speed correctly. However, the vast majority of us are
using courtesy and cooperation on the road.
I was hesitant to write this article for our group because I believe that our members are probably
the most courteous drivers on the road. Being visually exposed to other drivers is far different
than being hidden behind steel panels and tinted glass, even if no one can see my face under my
helmet. I still feel exposed on my bike and that people will know that it was that bonehead
motorcyclist that pulled that stupid move. However, our real motivation in driving smart and
courteously is that the consequences of doing otherwise can have a more pronounced effect on
our personal health than if we were in a car. We tend to be a very safe group of riders.
But we are human. We are affected by emotions. We can let ourselves become distracted. We
can make just one bad decision and end up with a very bad day.
So, what was my point in this article, other than stating the obvious? Unfortunately, I know that
other people’s bad driving does affect me. I really don’t like drivers cutting me off, or pulling into
my lane right beside me. There has been several mornings that I arrived at work in a bad mood
because of how other people were driving. That is not very often, but it does happen. So, I have
to remind myself the importance of courtesy and cooperation when driving, to follow the rules of
the road, to be kind to my fellow humans, and that everyone on the road is looking to arrive to
their destination efficiently and in one piece. I will have to sometime overlook other people’s
transgressions and keep a positive attitude on the road.
Until next month, be safe and enjoy the ride.
Greg Hayes

June 15- Mall Show Altoona

June 21st thru 23 Camping Weekend
Contact Marsha Peterson-Tell
Motorcycle Campers -$24
Travel Trailers- $48
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