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Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough
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Welcome to spring everyone. I hope so anyway. It appears that the weather is finally taking a turn for the better. If we
can get past the flooding, things are looking dryer and warmer. A welcome respite from what we have been dealing
with.
I’d like to thank Mark and Roberta for taking over the reins and running the meeting while many of us were in Toledo
attending an officer conference followed by the crazy supper. The officer meeting put out some good information for
us to go forth with, we had a couple of good seminars and then a great time at the crazy supper. For those of you
that didn’t make it, you missed a good time. Think about planning on attending it next year. Without letting the cat out
of the bag, let’s just say it’s a four-course meal with a twist. Come join us next year for the fun times.
With the weather changing, and if they get the potholes around town fixed, things will start to pick up fast and furious.
Lots of riding opportunities out there. Keep your eye on the chapter calendar and the Facebook page.
Take care and be safe.
Dennis and Donna
Chapter Directors

More Benefits by being a member of the GWRRA
Office Depot and Office Max is another benefit. With Office Max/Depot you can save UP TO 80% off preferred
products online or in stores. You can have FREE next day delivery on orders over $50. We saw a receipt that
Vickie and Roger Harris had for printing. They got 80% off on printing. Had over $100.00 worth of printing, and paid
just at $20. So, if you need to print anything, and that could be business cards, Christmas cards, Christmas letters,
or anything. It does not have to be GWRRA related, this is also for personal use items.
Another benefit is the Rescue Plus program. Wow, we have personally used this several times. We used to have
AAA and it was over $100 per year and if you used it 4 times in a year, you could be looking at them discontinuing
your membership. Also, they did not cover all the things that Rescue Plus covers. This covers towing or emergency
Roadside Assistance for a vehicle you are with. It could even be in a friend’s vehicle. You do get some benefits of
Rescue Towing and Emergency Roadside Assistance for just being a member of GWRRA, this basic membership
covers your motorcycle. If you spend the extra for Rescue Plus, it changes the towing miles from 35 to 100 miles
per disablement. This also applies to ALL registered household members This means, when you join GWRRA and
you use the family membership, you really need to list your other household members, then they are eligible for this
wonderful benefit. Oh, forgot to mention, it is for a ‘non-commercial’ vehicle. Also, so you are on a trip, and towing a
cargo trailer or camper. Your bike breaks down. This covers BOTH your bike AND your trailer. Now, another
example is you are towing your motorcycle, and your tow vehicle breaks down. This will tow your tow vehicle, your
bike and the trailer it is on.. Good deal, and a very inexpensive benefit.
For these and other benefits, please visit GWRRA.org and click on Members, then Benefits and check these out.

Dave & Diane Tingle
Assistant Chapter Shepherds
dtingle2@gmail.com
dave.tingle23@gmail.com

Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron
Assistant Chapter Directors
marknmelissa@yahoo.com

We attended officers training last month in Toledo and also attend 2 seminars and then we had Crazy
Supper. Of course, there was a lot of laughs and people going to jail, this was Mark’s first time
attending and he got to go to jail twice. Our own Sheriff John had to go to jail because he got caught
red handed. It was a great time as always and got to spend time learning new skills and hopefully,
we will be able to put them to good use.
We are looking forward to warmer weather and hopefully get out on the bike this month. We are
going to go to Mason City to be part of Chapter D’s mall show on April 13th. The location is at the
Willowbrook mall and is located at 1631 4th Street SW, Mason City, IA 50401 and starts at 9 am.
Chapter D will also have their Chapter meeting on Friday night before at the same mall at 6 pm.
Anyone is welcome to come and show off your bike, trike, trailer or campers. Or if you just want to
bring 4 wheels and have a good time with a great group feel free to join us
Also hoping that our first chapter ride on April 11 to Crouse café, can happen, but this depends on
Mother Nature, but cannot wait to get some wind therapy. There is a camping weekend also
scheduled for April 26th thru the 28th in Walnut, Iowa, we will not be able to attend this due to we are
going to Las Vegas for Nationals for bowling.
I would like to also have a photo session with our officers and couple of the year to get pictures
updated and then to schedule a time to have members with their bikes, so that we can have a
featured article each month of our members. This can be personal information, trips you have been
on or are going on, this way we can get to know each other better.
Remember to get your beginning mileage of your motorcycle to Dennis, so we can see how far the
Sheep are traveling this year.
Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron

John and Pam McDowell
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
pamandjohnsr@msn.com

John here with Pam...
Spring is finally here and there is light at the end of the dark winter tunnel. We are so anxious to get riding
again with the Black Sheep!
On Feb. 28 we had a Meet & Eat at La Villa Mexican Restaurant in Carlisle. We had 22 Black Sheep turn out
for some really good food and boisterous conversations around the table.
On Mar. 2 we had our Get Together at our new location, the Cozy Cafe in Johnston. There were 19 Black
Sheep in attendance. The breakfast buffet had a good selection for $10.99. Coffee is $2.49. It was a smaller
group due to the Officer Training & Crazy Supper, coinciding, in Toledo, IA.
On Mar. 14 we had a Meet & Eat at Claxon’s Smokehouse & Grill in Altoona. An intimate group of 10 Black
Sheep met for good food and fellowship.
On Mar. 28 at 6 p.m. we will Meet & Eat at Smokey D’s BBQ in Des Moines (5055 NW 2nd Ave.).
On Apr. 6 we have our Get Together at the Cozy Cafe in Johnston (8385 Birchwood Ct.). The cafe opens at
7:30 a.m., so come early for breakfast. G2G starts at 8:30 a.m.
On April 11 we will try to have our first Loop Ride of the season, to the Crouse Cafe in Indianola (115 E Salem
Ave.). Meet at Southridge Mall near Sears. The ride starts at 6:30 p.m.
On April 25 we will have a Loop Ride to Georgio’s in Colfax (12 E Front St.). Meet at Bomgaars (5049 NE 14th
St). The ride starts at 6:30 p.m.
Ride start locations (Bomgaars or Southridge Mall) are determined by the direction of the restaurant we are
going to.
Apr. 26-28 is a Camping Weekend in Walnut, IA. Details yet to come.

As always, refer to the Chapter A website calendar for events details and any changes that may occur.

John and Pam McDowell Chapter A MEC’s

Tim Pherigo contact for the RAMs
RAM Rod
TIMPHERIGO2@msn.com

Greg Hayes
Iowa District Educator
515.229.1597
hayeswing@gmail.com

From your District Educator,
First off, I would like to remind you about the Safety Weekend this year. May will be here soon so please sign
up now. The registration form should be attached to this newsletter. But, if not, your Chapter Directors should
have some copies, or you can get it off of the District website, or from the District newsletter. The best deal is
to take a riding course one day and the First Aid/CPR class the other. Saturday lunch is included.
Riding season is just around the corner and I am very anxious to swing my leg across the bike. I am ready to
ride. However, I am not sure that my motorcycle is quite ready. And, I am not sure the roads are ready. I bet
we all know what it feels like running over some sand in a corner. Not a good feeling. I am very cautious any
time I see sand in the road. So, maybe it would be worth it to hold off a little longer and give the city a little bit
of time to clean up the roads.
Now is the time to do a little bonding with the bike in the garage. There are a few guides that will help you go
through a thorough check of your motorcycle. If you look up T-CLOCS on the internet you are certain to find
the MSF T-CLOCS checklist. GWRRA has a new form called the GWRRA Rider Course Vehicle Inspection
Sheet. I guess that would be the RCVIS? Actually, it is called the N.17 form. You can find it on the
GWRRA.ORG website under Officer Resources, then scroll down to the Rider Ed section. The nice thing about
this form is that it is one sheet and has sections for 2 wheels, 3 wheels, add-ons, sidecars and trailers.
However, for the pre-season checklist I recommend using your motorcycle’s manual. There should be
checklists for both pre-ride inspections and for routine maintenance.
If you didn’t change your oil before storing the motorcycle, then you should consider changing your oil now. We
depend a lot on our tires. Air pressure is certainly going to change over the winter. Temperature changes air

pressure. As the air in your tires heats up the air expands. So, if we start riding when it is cold outside, we
know the air pressure is going to start out much lower than when the tires get a chance to heat up. Yet, the
recommended air pressure is for when the tire is cold, before it warms up from riding around. Check the depth
of the tire tread. Is it getting close to the time to replace your tires? If you don’t ride often and it has been many
years since you have replaced your tires, they could also get cracks in them as the rubber dries out.
Be sure to test all of the lights, make sure the throttle moves freely and snaps back, the clutch and brake levers
should move freely. Test out the clutch by putting the motorcycle in gear and rolling it while operating the clutch
lever to make sure the clutch is engaging and disengaging. Check the oil level and the coolant level. Also,
check your brake and clutch fluids. If you have a non-sealed battery, check the levels inside the cells.
However, you may have a maintenance-free battery, then don’t attempt to open those up. I hope you either
removed the battery over the winter and stored it somewhere warm, or used a battery tender. If not, there is
the risk of the battery freezing or it losing its charge. So, if you left the battery in the bike and did not hook up
the battery tender, check for damage to the battery. If it appears okay, you can try putting it on a charger. Also,
keep in mind that if you purchase a lithium battery for your vehicle that there are special trickle chargers
designed for that type of battery.
I always use a fuel stabilizer before I store my bike for the winter. If you didn’t you might consider draining the
old gas and putting in new. Gas sitting in your tank for months can react with oxygen, which creates a varnish
that can clog filters, jets, injectors and fuel filters. The gas can also collect water from condensation in your
tank over the winter caused by changing temperatures.
The dealers can also do a pre-season checkup on your motorcycle. Unless you have a lift, it is hard to check
everything that the dealers will check. For me, I always have trouble checking the marking for the brake pads.
Maybe it is the angle or maybe my eyesight, but I prefer a mechanic to do that. They can also check the
condition of your air filter. I have seen one use a little scope with a light on the end of it to check the filter.
If you have a first aid kit, now is a good time to check that over. Medicines expire. Adhesives get old.
I have to remind myself that this pre-season checklist before I ride. As soon as it gets warm enough, I want to
get out. So, I need to do this before it gets nice enough. Guess what I am doing this weekend.
Until next month, ride safe! And don’t forget about signing up for Safety Weekend. It will be again at the
Ankeny DMACC campus on May 18th and 19th.
Greg Hayes
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