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2016 Chapter Couple of the year
Congratulations
Debbie & Randy Heath

Shepherds Stories

Dave & Diane Tingle
Chapter Shepherds
dtingle2@gmail.com
dave.tingle23@gmail.com
Wow what a ride! As we look back over the last 3 years of the good times, the memories, the friendships made, the trips, the
camp outs, and the rallies, dinner rides, pot lucks, WingDings we discovered we were part of a family called Chapter A [aka]
the Black Sheep Squadron. We have enjoyed it all so much it is hard to pass the torch to a new director. New leaders and
new ideas keep things from getting stale. We are going to stay as active as possible and want to thank everyone for helping
us through the last 3 years.
Hope that everyone had a great Thanksgiving and has a fantastic Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Some may not have heard that Gold Wing Road Riders Association, Chapter A donated $122.21 to the Vets of Valor on
Veterans Day through KIOA Radio.
Make sure to check the Website and Facebook for up coming events, the Christmas party and Ronald McDonald House.
Thank you all again for three wonderful years,

Ride safe.
Dave and Diane Tingle
Directors Chapter A
Des Moines, IA

Sheep Outriders

Randy & Debbie Heath
Assistant Directors
Rjheath2@gmail.com
Debbimah@yahoo.com
Wow were has the year gone ? December already. Mother nature in November has been very nice to the ones that just
can't put the wing away for it's long winter nap. We are glad to see so many of you enjoying the extended riding time. Deb
and are looking forward to becoming your next chapter directors. We hope that we can continue to fill the shoes of the
previous directors. We are confident that we can with the entire chapters members support. We have asked for ideas for
things to do and you have delivered. I believe we have a exciting year planned for 2017. So be watching for the 2017
calendar. We hope you had the opportunity to spend the Thanksgiving holiday with your friends and family. From Deb and I,
we wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Joyous New Year during the holiday season. We will be looking
forward to seeing all of you in 2017.
Randy and Debbie Heath
Assistant Chapter A Directors

SHEEP TALES

John & Pam McDowell
Membership Enhancement
pamandjohnsr@msn.com

John here with Pam…..This is a sad day (Nov. 14) because our beloved trike is bedding down for the winter. Even though the
weather is still mild, we know it won’t last much longer. We’ve been watching the squirrels frantically burying their nuts, just as a
reminder of what’s ahead, that 4 letter word, SNOW!
On Oct. 22 we had our Black Sheep Halloween Party at the Carlisle Community Building. We had 27 Sheep and 1 guest attend.
It was a fun night of good food, silly games, laughter and fellowship.
On Oct. 27 we had a NO Ride Dinner at Nick’s on Army Post in Des Moines. We had 20 Black Sheep packed in on a very busy
night. Guess word got out about their tenderloins!
Nov. 5 was our Monthly Gathering at Hy Vee in Altoona. We had 35 Sheep in attendance, including our newest members, Robert
and Terry Carey, Bryan Osberg, and Steve Ford. Randy introduced a new mascot named Wide Turn. She really looks like our
motto-Ride to eat, Eat to ride!
Nov. 10 was a NO Ride Dinner to the Wig & Pen in Ankeny. (It was a last minute switch from Smokey D’s which could not handle
a large group that night). We had 24 Sheep attend this last scheduled dinner on our 2016 calendar.
Our next Monthly Gathering will be Dec. 3 at Hy Vee in Altoona. The meeting starts at 8:30 a.m. Come earlier if you want the
breakfast buffet.
On Dec. 10 at 6:00 p.m. our Black Sheep Christmas Party will be held at the Carlisle Community Building at 35 Vine St. in
Carlisle. It is a Potluck with ham provided by the Chapter. Please check the Chapter calendar for details.
On Dec. 11 at 2:00 p.m. we will meet at the Des Moines Ronald McDonald House to donate pop tabs and items from their wish
list. Wear your Black Sheep shirts for a group photo. There will be a potluck at Paul and Barb Dietrich’s house at 1214 SW 3rd St
in Ankeny, following. The flyer is on the website.

As always, refer to the Chapter A website calendar for all event details and any changes that may occur.

Merry Christmas to all the Black Sheep and GWRRA family!
God Bless and ride safe!!!!
John & Pam McDowell
GWRRA IA Chapter A
Membership Enhancement Coordinators

Ram Wisdom
Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough
Rider Educators
dcirvin2000@gmail.com
dmccull63@aol.com

This month we talked about preparing the bike for winter. Some have already put the bike up for the season, some are preparing to do so, and
some of us are still riding for a bit but, at some point in Iowa, weather will make it pretty much impossible to ride.
Gleaning through several different websites and from talking with people like yourselves, here are some ideas to keep in mind.
Change the oil and other fluids as necessary. Most of the fluids should be changed at least every two years. Oil of course will be changed much
more frequently and the final drive oil is about every 25,000 miles. You want to have fresh oil as it sits for an extended period of time so that the
ash and corrosives are removed.
At this point, there is a couple of different lines of thought. Some say to not start it again until you bring it out of hibernation so as to not make more
ash and corrosives. Others say to go out once a month and start it to keep the seals and other things lubricated. I adhere to the second principle. I
like to keep the oil in the areas it needs to be in and if it sits for months, oil has a tendency to work its way down and not keep things lubed up. If
you do this as well, just be sure to let the bike fully warm up. Let it run until the fan has cycled several times. This will make sure any built up
moisture is burned off. Moisture is not your friend in this circumstance.
Give it a good bath and a wax. This protects the outside from corrosives that dull paint and allow rust to form.
Keep the fuel tank full and add an additive like Stabil, Seafoam, or Star Tron to keep the fuel from breaking down while in storage. Keeping it full
also keeps moisture from building up. Moisture in your fuel is not a good thing just as it is not good for the motor and exhaust.
Keep the battery on a battery tender. You can remove the battery if you so desire or leave it in. If your bike is in a non-climate controlled
environment and it is going to get too cold, it would be recommended to take the battery out and keep it inside. Batteries can freeze but if the
electrolyte level is good and you keep it on a charger it should be OK.
For the two wheelers, keep it on the center stand. That will keep it from building flat spots on the side of the tires. You should move it around a little
also so that it does not sit on the same spot on the tire for extended periods. Move those trikes around a little too.
If you have a dealer or someone doing your maintenance work, keep in mind that some places will store it for you through the winter. Something
worth checking into.
Winter will be here soon and I hope this helps you keep your bike in tip top shape so that when summer gets here, it is ready to go.

Dennis and Donna
Rider Educators
Chapter A

Web & Newsletter News

Web Master: Scott Johnson
scott@iowajohnsons.com
Newsletter: Beve Bolen-Johnson
bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com

Scott & I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas & All the BEST in 2017
Scott has not made any changes to the website lately, but PLEASE go to the site often and check it out for Events,
cancellations and updates www.gwrraiachapa.com

R A M Trails
By : Carole Martin

Tim Pherigo contact for the RAMs
RAM Rod
TIMPHERIGO2@msn.com

The RAMS had 6 hardy souls on bikes to eat breakfast in LeGrand. The Blacks were smart and drove in their car. It was
39 degrees when we left the house at 7:30! I think that's the coldest for me on a bike. I was all plugged in and pretty
warm except I started remembering how we had heated visors on our snowmobile helmets.

Six of us rode on toward the Amanas on a Scenic Byway. We are happy to report the road is much improved! In the
Amanas we had time to do some wine and cheese tasting, window shop and SURPRISE, lunch at the Ox Bow Inn. We
tried to take in their museum, but we were told it's closed in the winter. We said, what winter?! We found some fun
things to take in our pictures. Mike thought the white sheep needed a black "coat". Somewhere along the way Mike and
I saw Bigfoot near the road. He just stared and did not wave back. See if you know whose finger is in the group picture.
It was a great ride for a middle of November day.

Carole Martin

Arena Champions

Trike Your Bike.Net
Email Marc Hyland

StormLakeHonda.com
Email Storm Lake Honda Sales

301 S Jefferson Way
Indianola, IA 50125
(515)961-6288
FAX: (515)961-4722
VanWall.com
Email Van Wall

Motorcycles / ATVs / Scooters
1603 Euclid Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50313
515-243-6217
1-800-358-5508
GarvisHonda.com
Email Garvis Honda Sales

2500 E. 7th St
Atlantic, IA 50022
(712)243-6343
FAX: (712)243-6845
Nishna Valley Cycle.com
Email NVC

4645 Center Point Road NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Phone: (319) 393-1205
Fax: (319) 393-1025
McGrath Power Sports

1900 NW 86th Street
Clive, Iowa 50325
(515)270-8620
FAX: (515)270-8633
Ryans.com
Email Ryan's Grill Buffet & Bakery

325 8th Street SE
Altoona, IA 50009
Phone: (515) 967-6601
Fax: (515) 957-9020
Tim Forbes Website

Mike De Moss co-owner
Infinite Color Works

mike@fenderscycle.com
www.fenderscycle.com

Notes of Thanks

District Challenge
Record Sheet

Second Des Moines Ronald McDonald Ride

Fred & Clara Boldt Celebrate 50 Years

Wing World talks about Betty Thornton
By: Terry Goepferich

Last month's Wing World featured "Women Who Ride". Our dearest Chapter "A" Charter member and GWRRA Life member Betty
Thornton was pictured on page 84. Betty has piloted her own Gold Wing several hundred thousands of miles, been the Chapter "A"
Safety Director, and taught the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) courses at DMACC for 18 years. She has ridden in 49 states,
and visited the state capital building in all of those 49 states. She has ridden in 8 of the 10 Canadian Provinces, as well as the Yukon
Territory on her way to Alaska. She raised 3 children on motorcycles, with each of them riding a long trip with their parents when
they got their motorcycle license to far away destinations of Seattle, Florida, and California.
WAY TO GO BETTY AND STAY YOUNG AT HEART!

Terry Goepferich

REST IN PEACE - ROGER HEGLUND
By: Terry Goepferich

Thanksgiving, friends, family, the start of the Christmas Season. We all have so much to be thankful for. Let's also
remember those that have gone before us, many of whom we feel have left us when they were too young. The list for
2016 would be a long one in itself. Each Thanksgiving Day will be my reminder of losing a great friend, fellow GWRRA
member, firefighter, and devoted EMT, due to complications of Picks Dementia and ALS.

