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Shepherds Stories

Dave & Diane Tingle
Chapter Shepherds
dtingle2@gmail.com
dave.tingle23@gmail.com
I want to thank everyone that took the time to come to rider education seminars this past winter. We had some very
informative seminars, learned something new from each one. Hope everyone has gone over their motorcycles and made
sure everything is in good working order. Use your TCLOCKs. We have a lot of rides and a few camp outs planned so watch
the calendar for upcoming events as some may change. June has a lot of exciting projects - the Garvis charity ride June
12th, the birthday party is June 18th, a camp out June 25th {location to be announced} and much more. Please come out and
join in the fun.
Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge.
Dave and Diane Tingle
Directors Chapter A
Des Moines, IA

Sheep Outriders

Randy & Debbie Heath
Assistant Directors
Rjheath2@gmail.com
Debbimah@yahoo.com
May has been rainy and chilly on most weekends. May has been rainy and very chilly. There hasn't been a good week end to
ride. We need warmer weather and more sun!
There were 8 of us riding around Iowa, Saturday the 14th, looking at camping sites. We checked out Rock Creek State Park, a
city park in Marshalltown, Daisy Long Memorial County Park, Pine Lake State Park and Hickory Grove County Park. We put
199.5 miles on that day. We 2 wheelers, battled the wind that day, riding 45 degree angles at times.
While we rode, Barb Dietrich opened her home and 6 Black Sheep ladies got busy and whipped out at least 10 blankets. Most
of them had made them before, so there was lots of talking and laughing going on. Barb has made them with her
grandchildren and dropped them off at the Ronald McDonald House here in Des Moines. We plan on dropping off lots of
supplies for the RMH very soon.
Our new meeting site, at Hy-Vee in Altoona, is working out great. We have lots of room and with the elevator, everyone can
join us. We meet at 8am, the first Saturday of the month.

Randy and Debbie Heath
Assistant Chapter A Directors

SHEEP TALES

John & Pam McDowell
Membership Enhancement
pamandjohnsr@msn.com
John here with Pam…..As usual, Iowa weather is very unpredictable, especially this time of year. It’s always sad when an event
gets cancelled or changed, due to the weather, because of all the work and planning that goes into it.
On Apr. 21, we had a Dinner/Seminar at Bianchi Boys Pizza in Altoona. Dennis Irvin presented the program on Group Riding with
8 Sheep in attendance.
On Apr. 28, we had a Dinner NO Ride to Papa’s Pizzeria in Polk City. It was too cold and damp to ride but 18 Sheep showed up to
graze.
Our Monthly Gathering on May 7 had 39 Black Sheep in attendance at the Hy Vee in Altoona. Dennis and Donna introduced
another new mascot into the flock, named ReTurn. Also, Dennis led a ride afterward with 10 Sheep herding down to Ottumwa.
On May 12, we had a Dinner Ride to Sports Page Grill in Pella. Randy Heath led 11 bikes/trikes with 17 Sheep, and 4 more drove
to the restaurant.
There will be a Black Sheep Camping Trip May 20-22 at Lake Ahquabi camp ground. Details are on the Chapter A website.
On May 26, there will be a Dinner Ride to Saints Avenue Café in Boone. Meet at Bomgaars on NE 14th St. at 6:30 p.m. for the
group ride.
May 28-30, is the Memorial Weekend Trip to Onalaska, WI. There are many interesting sites in the area. Check the Chapter A
calendar for details.
On June 9, there will be a Dinner Ride to the Lucky Pig in Ogden. Meet at Bomgaars on NE 14th St. at 6:30 p.m. for the group
ride.
On June 11, we will have our Monthly Gathering at Hy Vee in Altoona. Meeting starts at 8:30 a.m. Come earlier if you want to eat.
There will be a ride after, weather permitting.
On June 12, at 10 a.m., Garvis Honda is having a Charity Ride for Children’s Cancer Connection. There is a drawing and meal at
the end of the ride. This is a Chapter A event so please attend. Check the flyer on our website for details.
As always, refer to the Chapter A website calendar for all event details and any changes that may occur.

John & Pam McDowell
GWRRA IA Chapter A
Membership Enhancement Coordinators

May After Gathering Ride
By: Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough
After the May gathering, I was asked to fill in for Mark, who was under the weather, and lead the ride for the day.
We ended up deciding to go to the original location of the Canteen Lunch in the Alley in Ottumwa for lunch. Weather appeared as
though it would be a bit iffy but we decided to go for it anyway. Cloudy and hazy and a little cool but not bad really.
Ten of us, on 6 bikes, took off on the adventure. Oh!... and Miss Kassie in her mobile home behind BLRPL. Started off leaving
Altoona towards Runnells, out to Hwy 5 through Pleasantville, out the back way to Hwy 14 and then to G28 and into Pella to make
a quick loop and see the tulips.
After leaving Pella, we went over the Red Rock dam and south. T17 took us to Hwy 5 and then G71 took us to Bussey, where we
ended up on T23 going south again. I had never been on this part of T17 or T23 and they were both nice roads with a lot of
scenery. T23, took us back to Hwy 5, where we went to Albia. I missed my turn onto H35 so we ended up taking Hwy 34 over to
Ottumwa. A few miles outside of Ottumwa, we began to get some rain. Nothing serious. Just a light rain. We got to the restaurant
and pulled into a parking ramp out of the rain and embarked upon lunch.
Canteen Lunch in the Alley is just what it says. It is a little diner in an alley. They have what they call Canteens, which are loose
meat (or Maid-rites, if you prefer) sandwiches. They are very good and you get plenty for the money. They also have good pies
and shakes. I am told the seating capacity is 18 and they do a thriving business so it is full a lot of the time. Fun to watch them stir
up the loose meat in the vat, in the middle of the room.
After lunch, Donna and I were headed to Iowa City for Mother’s Day festivities with my family. Everyone else headed back towards
the Des Moines area and, in one case, Kimballton. It was still raining so we suited up. In our case, by the time we got suited up
and pulled out of the ramp, it had stopped raining. Our trip to Iowa City was dry and somewhat sunny. I heard the others didn’t run
into any weather to speak of on their way home.
Thanks to everyone who went along. I enjoyed pulling point and having you all come along. I had a nice time on the ride.

Photos by Donna McCullough
The smoke from the Minnesota
fires made for some cool hazy
pics.

Ram Wisdom

Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough
Rider Educators
dcirvin2000@gmail.com
dmccull63@aol.com
This month’s safety talk was brought to you, courtesy of Ted Bulens. Ted talked to me after April’s gathering and said he had had an incident with
tar snakes and thought it would make a good topic for discussion. I wholeheartedly agreed.
For those that don’t know, tar snakes are the remnants of liquid tar used to fill cracks in roadway surfaces. This is widely used. It is a cost effective
way for city, county and state governments to make temporary repairs, since budgets do not allow for complete surface repairs, until there is no
other option.
Road crews apply this liquid sealant into the cracks and it hardens up, to some extent, and fills up these cracks and keeps the road surface
drivable without having to replace the whole roadway.
However, with Iowa’s weather, the roadways are always expanding and contracting and has a tendency to make this sealant work its way back out
of the cracks. Also, since it is somewhat sticky, it can get stuck to tires and get pulled back out, as well. Ed Thornton brought up that some places
use sand when they put the sealant in to help it stay in place with the added friction but many places do not do this, even though it is not a huge
amount of extra expense. Terry Goepferich also added that there are specifications as to how large the crack can be that can be filled with this
type of sealant. If the crack is too large, the snake that would eventually come out of it would be a real hazard. If you think that there is a crack that
is too large that has been filled, call the proper authorities and let them know.
Once these come out, they become a hazard to us while out riding. They can be slippery, especially when they get wet therefore they can cause
those of us on two wheels to slide around a little. They can affect three wheelers, too, but with the added stability of the third wheel, it is not as
much of a problem as the two wheelers. Although it could cause a slip and slide so don’t get complacent if you are on a three wheeler. Tar snakes
are especially dangerous to the two wheelers, while in a curve or otherwise leaned over, so be very careful if you encounter them in these
situations.
Crossing over tar snakes should be accomplished just as you would any other hazard in the road. First, avoid them, if you can. Steer around them.
If you cannot avoid them, approach them at a 90 degree angle and as upright as possible. Don’t make any sudden changes in speed or direction.
Be prepared, should the wheel slip and slide.
Tar snakes are a fact of life in our society. By and large, they don’t cause a whole lot of troubles but they do have the potential to do so. With that
being said, stay prepared and stay safe.
Dennis and Donna
Rider Educators
Chapter A

Web Master: Scott Johnson
scott@iowajohnsons.com
Newsletter: Beve Bolen-Johnson
bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com

Web & Newsletter News

Riding Season is Finally here!!
Now is the time to check the tires, change the oil, check all the seals, fluids and lights. Don’t forget to go through your first-aid kit and restock the items that you
are low on and check for out of date items. We all hope we never have to use it, but in the case that it is needed, lets be sure its up to date.
Here is a list of a few items that could come in handy on a day trip, as well as a long trip.
Flare
Flashlight
Tire repair kit
Tire gauge
First-aid kit
Sun screen
Rain gear
Duct tape
Small towel
Replacement fuses
Tool kit
Multi tool
Ziplock bags
Bungee cords
GOLD BOOK
Also, always have a list of medications, medical issues and emergency contacts

Make sure you keep checking the web page for upcoming events and changes.
Thanks!
Scott Johnson
http://www.gwrraiachapa.com

2016 Chapter Couple of the year
Congratulations
Debbie & Randy Heath

40 to Phoenix Ride 2016
By: David Voy

Keith Zierke and I went on the 40 to Phoenix ride in April. It was the ride of a lifetime! There were about 140 people registered
for the ride. We rode to Wilmington North Carolina to meet up with the group. All of the riders are assigned to a group of about
five motorcycles and if you want to change groups for whatever reason that's OK. Each ride group has a ride captain and a tail
gunner assigned to it based on volunteered before the start of the ride.
We rode with the group to Chula Vista California and then took a day trip into Baja California (old Mexico) along the Pacific
coast. We went to the Barber Motorcycle Museum in Birmingham Alabama and rode on their 2.4 mile race track!!! Also, we
went to the GWRRA home office in Phoenix.
We meet up each night at the hotel and all went out to dinner together. The hotels are selected in advance and you just need to
call to make your own reservation. All of the dinners were about $10 and the hotels ranged from about $50 to $72 a
night. There is no cost to register for the ride.
GPS files of routes and addresses (hotels, dinner locations and other items) are available to download to your Garmin which
include two to four routes each day to the next hotel. Keith and I rode 6,422 miles in 17 days! For more information about the 40
to Phoenix ride go the following web sites and sign up for the Facebook page. It is a ride of a lifetime thanks to Russ Schaeffer
who organizations the ride and makes it all possible!
http://40tophoenix.org/
https://billmcilrathmotorcyclephotojournalist.com/40-to-phoenix-much-more/

40 to Phoenix Ride 2016 Photos
By: David Voy

New Member to the BlackSheep Family
Hi! My name is Wrong Turn! Turns out that I am Ewe Turns baby brother from another mother. I was born in
Altenkunstadt, Germany on April 17, 2016. While I was out wondering in the fields with my mom, a famer came and took
me and told me that he was taking me to a place that helps black sheep find their families. He took me to a strange place
that had other black sheep, as well as other animals. Melissa was looking on the internet and found me on Amazon’s
website and thought that I looked an awful lot like Ewe Turn’s brother. She knew, right then and there, that I needed to
come home to be with him and the rest of the family. Melissa placed the order and then I was packaged up and placed in
a strange plastic bag. There was another animal that came with me to Mark and Melissa’s house for their friends who are
having a baby. He was a very strange animal and had a large horn on the front of his head. I did find out, when I got to
Mark and Melissa’s, there were more of the strange animals that have the large horns on their heads at their house, but
they seem very welcoming and friendly. I am looking forward to meeting the rest of my black sheep family and to all of
the trips that I will be going on with this strange machine that is called a Honda Goldwing.

Wrong Turn

Arena Champions

Trike Your Bike.Net
Email Marc Hyland

StormLakeHonda.com
Email Storm Lake Honda Sales

301 S Jefferson Way
Indianola, IA 50125
(515)961-6288
FAX: (515)961-4722
VanWall.com
Email Van Wall

Motorcycles / ATVs / Scooters
1603 Euclid Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50313
515-243-6217
1-800-358-5508
GarvisHonda.com
Email Garvis Honda Sales

2500 E. 7th St
Atlantic, IA 50022
(712)243-6343
FAX: (712)243-6845
Nishna Valley Cycle.com
Email NVC

4645 Center Point Road NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Phone: (319) 393-1205
Fax: (319) 393-1025
McGrath Power Sports

1900 NW 86th Street
Clive, Iowa 50325
(515)270-8620
FAX: (515)270-8633
Ryans.com
Email Ryan's Grill Buffet & Bakery

325 8th Street SE
Altoona, IA 50009
Phone: (515) 967-6601
Fax: (515) 957-9020
Tim Forbes Website

Mike De Moss co-owner
Infinite Color Works

mike@fenderscycle.com
www.fenderscycle.com

The ride starts at 10:00 and ends at 3:30. The awards will
be given out between 3:30 and 4:00

BlackSheep

Chapter A is having a practice run for their 35th Birthday next year
Date: June 18th, 2016
Place: Dave & Diane Tingle’s Place
111 - 10th Ave SW
Altoona, Iowa
Time: 1:00 pm
Potluck
Chapter will supply hamburgers & Brats
Please RSVP Diane Tingle dtingle2@gmail.com or call 515-577-2014.
Party will be cancelled if raining

Bring your lawn chairs

Des Moines Ronald McDonald
Blanket Making Day

MY TURN, Right-Turn & Left-Turn

Blankets of Love

Roberta, Diane, Debbie, Clare, Barb & Carole

