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Feb. 7th Monthly Gathering Ryan’s 1900 NW 86th St. in Clive
Feb.14th Sweetheart Weekend see website for details
Feb. 21st Potluck & Seminar Crash Scene- see website for more details

Tom & Sue Wright
Iowa District Directors

Bruce Watkins
Region E Director

gwrrawright@mediacombb.net

director@gwrra-region-e.org

Ray & Sandy Garris
National Director
director@gwrra.org

BlackSheep Flock Team
Sheep Herders/Directors Dave & Diane Tingle dtingle2@gmail.com or dave.tingle23@gmail.com
Sheep Wranglers/Assistant Directors Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee mark@mcafeerealty.com
Flock Enhancers/Membership Enhancement Pam & John McDowell pamandjohnsr@msn.com
Flock Veterinarians/Rider Educators Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough dcirvin2000@aol.com
Ovine Informer/Web Master Scott Johnson scott@iowajohnsons.com
Wool Keepers/Treasurers Mike & Carole Martin jcmart622@msn.com
Pasture Wire/Correspondence Barb Dietrich dietrichbarb55@gmail.com
BaaBaa News/Newsletter Editor Beve Johnson bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com
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Shepherds Stories
Dave & Diane Tingle
dtingle2@gmail.com or
dave.tingle23@gmail.com

As we look forward into the New Year we can’t help but get excited. The officers have put their heads together and we think we have put
together a very good schedule of events and meetings. Everything is subject to change but it looks very good and impromptu rides are
welcome. Looking back, the Christmas ride was a good example of that. The weather gave us an opportunity to see the lights from our riding
seat and we took it. That doesn’t happen often in December. With seminars and a few nonscheduled pot lucks we should be able to make it to
the RIDING season. With the weather, the next several months will not give us many opportunity’s to ride so if you haven’t done so (and I am
sure you have), remember to put some gas treatment in the tank. It will save a lot of grief come spring. Be sure to check the schedule on our
web page for events and seminars.

The certificate from VanWall was for most members and not highest mileage. I am sorry for the confusion.
Dave & Diane Tingle
Chapter A Directors

Sheep Wrangler's
Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee
mark@mcafeerealty.com
Roberta@mcafeerealty.com

Hello everyone. It’s January 2015 . . . a new year. That means a whole new year of new adventures, finding new roads
and riding our old favorites over again. This cold weather is not helping the cabin fever much, but spring will be here
before we know it. (Just keep telling yourself that!)
In the meantime there are things to keep us busy – training seminars, the Crazy Supper, the Bowling Party and Chapter
H’s Anniversary Party. And speaking of Anniversary’s . . . 2015 makes 40 years since I graduated from high school (and
40 years for the Gold Wing) . . . it’s hard to believe it has been that long! My classmates are planning a reunion so
sometime this summer I will get to see a lot of my old friends (and I do mean old!).
Roberta and I would like to thank all of our GWRRA family for the support during the holidays with the passing of Mark’s
mother. It was very much appreciated. It’s amazing how kindness and compassion and caring help get a person
through the death of a loved one. It makes me feel even older with both my parents and older brother gone . . . kind of
makes me the man of the family.
Now it’s time to look forward to a new year. With February just a few days away, hopefully the snowy, cold days of winter will go fast so that riding season will be here before we know it. Until then, Sweetheart Weekend will give you a
chance to get together with GWRRA friends from all around the state. With Wing Ding moving to Labor Day weekend,
we’ve had to change the calendar around a little. It does open up the July 4th weekend to some new ideas -- You can
be sure that whatever the Black sheep decide to do, it’ll be a good time and a great ride.
The 2015 schedule is on the website so make plans to come join us for the fun. And keep that kick stand foot ready -- it
will be riding time soon -- there are only 28 days in February.
We want to wish all of you a Happy Valentine’s Day. Thank you all for your friendship and caring. We count each of you
as a blessing in our lives.
Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee
Chapter A Assistant Directors
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February Area Pastures Events
Day, Chapter, Address
1

F

F Troop museum in Washington, IA Mike Huffman to coordinate

3

I

East Bremer Diner ~ 117 East Bremer Ave. ~ Waverly ~ 6pm ~ 319-352-2455

4

F

Meet & Eat ~ 6:30pm Sweetie pies Chicken & Fish Fry ~ 624 12th Ave SE, Cedar Rapids ~ 319-826-1809

14

E

27th Annual Sweetheart Weekend "Once Upon a Wing" in Nauvoo, IL

14

W

Gathering ~ Zakeer's @ 9am breakfast ~ gathering @ 10am

17

I

Habachi Sushi Buffet ~ 2335 Jamestown Ave ~ Waterloo ~ 6pm ~ 319-2326868

19

F

Meet & Eat ~ 6:30pm Jimmy Jack's Rib Shack ~ 1940 Lower Muscatine Rd. Iowa City ~ 319-354-7427

21

F

Gathering ~ 9am ~ HyVee

22

D

Gathering @ Bonanza Steakhouse ~ 2700 4th St. SW ~ Mason City ~ 6pm social hour. ~ 50/50 7pm

22

I

Gathering @ Junie's ~ 100 Plaza Drive ~ Elk Run Heights ~ 5:30pm Eat /Gathering 6pm ~ 319-833-8021

28

ALL

District OPS Meeting in Toledo @ State Bank of Toledo Community Bank room 1pm

John & Pam McDowell

SHEEP

TALES

Membership Enhancement
pamandjohnsr@msn.com
John here with Pam… Pam and I were honored this month by being chosen Couple of the Year 2015 for
our chapter! This was a surprise for both of us. We'll do our best to serve and represent the Black Sheep.
There was a good turnout for the January Gathering with 40 Sheep present. Our own Mark and Roberta were
sworn in as the new Assistant District Directors by the new District Directors Tom and Sue Wright.
Congratulations Mark & Roberta!!!
During these cold months before riding season we will have three Potluck/Seminars. The food is always great
and you might learn something too!
We will have the first Potluck/Seminar at Mark and Roberta's home on Jan. 22 at 6 pm. The subject will be
Managing Change. Bring a tasty dish and enjoy good fellowship.
Our next Monthly Gathering will be Feb. 7 at Ryan's Steakhouse. We'll have another Potluck/Seminar on Feb.
21. The Iowa District Ops Meeting will be Feb. 28 in Toledo, IA. All members are welcome to attend.
As always, refer to the Chapter A website calendar for events details and any changes that may occur.

BlackSheep News
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Ovine Informer Tips
Scott Johnson
Web Master
scott@iowajohnsons.com
Did you know...Mid-18th century ...The passing of love-notes becomes popular in England, a precursor to
the St Valentine's Day card as we know it today. Early ones are made of lace and paper. In 1797, the “The
Young Man’s Valentine Writer” is published, suggesting appropriate rhymes and messages, and as postal
services became more affordable, the anonymous St Valentine's Day card became possible. By the early
19th century, they become so popular that factories start to mass-produce them.
AD 1913...If you felt cynical, you might call this date the beginning of the end for St Valentine's Day as a
genuinely romantic event, and the start of its reinvention of a savagely imposed regime of sugar-coated
sweetness designed to chisel spare cash out of lovers and would-be lovers worldwide: Hallmark Cards
produce their first Valentine. Now the date is the flagship “Hallmark Holiday” - together with Mothers' Day,
Fathers' Day and so on, a series of celebrations notable more for the need to spend money than any heartfelt
sentiment.
AD 1929...The St Valentine's Day Massacre. A savage and bloody event in itself – five Chicago gangsters
lined up and murdered with machine guns, apparently at the behest of Al Capone – but at least it's a break
from the unending stream of saccharine that the history of St Valentine's Day otherwise entails, and so is
welcome here.
Mid-1980s...The commercialization continues: noting the sales effect of the holiday on chocolate, flowers and
cards, the diamond industry gets involved, promoting St Valentine's Day as a time for giving jewelry. The
“tradition” takes off.
AD 2009...Valentine's Day generates an estimated $14.7 billion in retail sales in the United States.
AD 2010...An estimated 1 billion St Valentine's Day cards will be sent worldwide this year, making it the
second most card-heavy celebration after Christmas.
Written by Tom Chivers The Telegraph Feb. 2010

Sheep Corral
Beve Johnson
Newsletter Editor
bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com

Hey BlackSheep, I do not have much to report this month. I am looking forward to Spring and getting out
of the house and onto the road for some fresh air.
I am still looking for pictures and articles from the members about trips you have taken, a favorite place you
like to travel to or an article about you and your bike to let the chapter get to know you. You can E-mail me
at bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com or go to the website and click on the E-mail button and E-mail
me from there.
Scott still has Chapter hats for $9.00 and Chapter stickers for sale, you can get in touch via
E-mail or at the monthly gatherings. The Chapter web page is www.gwrraiachapa.com
Wishing you a Happy Valentines Day
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Chapter A BlackSheep 2015 Couple of The Year

Congratulations
John & Pam McDowell

BlackSheep Team

Dave & Diane

Mark & Roberta

Stay tuned for announcement

Chapter Directors

Assistant Directors

Assistant Directors

Dennis & Donna
Rider Educators

BlackSheep News
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Mike & Carole
Treasurers

Barb
Correspondence

John & Pam

Membership Enhancement

Scott
Web Master
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Thank You Notes

CHAPTER A DES MOINES, IOWA

Arena Champions
Trike Your Bike.Net
Email Marc Hyland

StormLakeHonda.com
Email Storm Lake Honda Sales
1900 NW 86th Street
Clive, Iowa 50325
(515)270-8620
FAX: (515)270-8633
Ryans.com
Email Ryan's Steakhouse

4645 Center Point Road NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Phone: (319) 393-1205
Fax: (319) 393-1025
McGrath Power Sports
Email Brody
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2500 E. 7th St
Atlantic, IA 50022
(712)243-6343
FAX: (712)243-6845
Nishna Valley Cycle.com
Email NVC

301 S Jefferson Way
Indianola, IA 50125
(515)961-6288
FAX: (515)961-4722
VanWall.com
Email Van Wall

Motorcycles / ATVs / Scooters
1603 Euclid Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50313
515-243-6217
1-800-358-5508
GarvisHonda.com
Email Garvis Honda Sales

325 8th Street SE
Altoona, IA 50009
Phone: (515) 967-6601
Fax: (515) 957-9020
Tim Forbes Website

CHAPTER A DES MOINES, IOWA

Ram Wisdom
This month, we talked about a couple of articles in the January 2015 issue of
Wing World. We just kind of skimmed over these articles because it is my hope
that everyone will take the time to read all of the articles. They are well written and
deserve the time to really read and absorb them.

Dennis Irvin & Donna
Phone: 515-402-5189
E-mail: dcirvin2000@aol.com
Dmccull63@aol.com

First, an article written by Roger and Sue Bahe, the Iowa Chapter I directors, talks
about an accident they had while leaving Madison, WI on their way home from
Wing Ding. They described the details of their accident but the take away from
this story is how their protective gear and rider training saved them from what
could have been a much worse fate. They both were hurt pretty seriously but if it
had not been for proper protective gear and having practiced emergency evasion.
We see pretty often people riding who do not, for a myriad of reasons, care to
wear ATGATT. While in many cases, this feels more comfortable, it can be the
difference between coming away from an accident or not. It is ultimately up to you
but please, please give serious thought to wearing proper gear whenever you are
on the bike so that your chances of getting home in one piece are better.
I also talked about practicing your riding skills. DMACC has a number of classes
that are not overly expensive that are not a bad idea to take to brush up on your
riding skills. A couple of the classes are done with your bike and are only 5 hours
long. Great way to get ready for riding season after being off for several months
during the winter. Also, there is the Iowa District Safety Weekend which is May
15th and 16th this year. We have several different classes you can take for a
minimal fee. However, if you choose to not take any classes, you can still do
some practicing on your own. There are many parking lots around that you can do
some practice on your own. Crushed pop cans or tennis balls cut in half make
some pretty good “cones”. A couple of major items to work on would be
emergency braking and swerving to avoid a hazard. Start slow and work your way
to shorter stops with increased speed. Maximum braking without locking up the
wheels is what you are trying to achieve. Sometimes swerving around an obstacle
is quicker and safer than braking so it is good to practice this as well. Once again,
start slow and work up.
The second article was written by a Larry Helber and is on page 26. It talks about
group riding and how some riders take some risks while riding in groups in an
attempt to keep the group together. We must all, as part of the group, take due
diligence to make the ride as safe as possible. It is the ride leaders’ responsibility
to guide the ride to its destination and to keep the group together but it is the
responsibility of all riders in the group to make the ride safe. This article talks
about people basically doing a stop (or slow) and go at stop signs to speed up
everyone getting through and keeping the group together. Its basic premise is that
people are not taking enough time to look for oncoming traffic and are taking
unnecessary risks. In this instance, one ride pulled out in front of a car and was
involved in an accident. This person ultimately lost his life. We must all do our
part to make sure everyone gets home safe and sound.
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Ram Wisdom Continued from page 7

There is also an article on page 28 talking about looking and actually seeing. My apologies to those that were at the
gathering, I kind of combined these last two articles and didn’t make clear the distinction between the two. This
article talks about how when we look, if we are not actually putting meaning to what we are seeing, or are actually
taking the time to really pay attention, that we will miss some vital piece of information that could cause us to do
something that can result in an accident. This article is kind of directed to the cage drivers but it is just as prevalent
to those of us on two and three wheels. It boils down to looking, and looking again. Actually taking the time to allow
your brain to process the information your eyes and other senses are taking in. You can look at something and not
actually see it. Once again, it is your responsibility to drive/ride safe so that you get to go home in one piece.
Please take the time to read these articles and study the information in them and put them to use in your daily
riding/driving.

Dennis and Donna
Rider Educators
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Clara & Fred Boldt
Assistant District Directors
District Master/University Trainer

Collie

Corner

319-240-4269
toledotriker@gmail.com

Thank you to EVERYONE who Helped with the Crazy Supper and making the 10th Anniversary of this event
a SUCCESS!!

Clara & Fred
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2015 CrAzY sUpPeR Toledo, Iowa
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