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December Calendar of Events 
6th  8:30am Breakfast 9:00am Monthly Gathering Ryan’s Steak House 
1900 NW 86th St. in Clive 

13th  Christmas Party  6:00pm  @ Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee’s                                                                       
4310 SE 17th Ct   in Des Moines                                                                                                   

This is a Pot Luck so bring along your favorite dish to share 
and your Beverage of choice. 

BlackSheep  Flock Team 

Sheep herders/Directors Dave & Diane Tingle  dtingle2@gmail.com or dave.tingle23@gmail.com          

Sheep Wranglers/Assistant Directors Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee  mark@mcafeerealty.com                 

Flock Enhancers/Membership Enhancement Pam & John McDowell pamandjohnsr@msn.com               

Flock Veterinarians/Rider Educators Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough dcirvin2000@aol.com              

Ovine Informer/Web Master Scott Johnson   scott@iowajohnsons.com                                                            

Wool Keepers/Treasurers Mike & Carole Martin  jcmart622@msn.com                                              

Pasture Wire/Correspondence  Barb Dietrich   dietrichbarb55@gmail.com                                                                                                  

BaaBaa News/Newsletter Editor Beve Johnson bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com 
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November is the month when we look to Thanksgiving and the upcoming holidays.  It’s a time when most people count their 
blessings.  Even though we are not thankful for the cold arctic blast of January-like winter, we don’t have 9 feet of snow like Buf-
falo, New York, so maybe we should count our blessings! 
Mark and I are very thankful for a prosperous business, a great team of employees, friends and most of all – our GWRRA family. 
When life gets overwhelming, Mark likes to hop on his Wing and ride.  There is nothing so free and relaxing as the wind in your 
helmet and the sunshine on your face.  And our GWRRA family provides us love, comradery, hugs, laughs and food -- all of 
which are necessary for a happy and healthy life!  Thank you all for your friendship and caring. We count each of you as a bless-
ing in our lives. 
We are looking forward to Chapter A’s Christmas Party at our house on December 13.  We love having the space to have every-
one here.  It’s full of all the things that matter – friends, laughter, food and fun. Join us at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck supper. 
It looks like the riding season is over, but that doesn’t mean the Black Sheep won’t be busy.  The offic-
ers will be getting next year’s schedule put together so keep an eye on the website and come join us for 
the fun. 
 
Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee  
Chapter A Assistant Directors  
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Shepherds Stories 

 Sheep Wrangler's 

BlackSheep News 

Dave & Diane Tingle              
dtingle2@gmail.com  or 
dave.tingle23@gmail.com 

Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee             
mark@mcafeerealty.com                       
Roberta@mcafeerealty.com 

Tis the month of December and all through the State,                                                                                 
everyone was hoping that Winter would be late.                                                                                             

This white stuff showed up on the highway and ground,                                                                                        
the Goldwings were all parked not making a sound.                                                                                          

But the BlackSheep being whom they are,                                                                                                       
were plotting and planning those trips to places afar.                                                                                   

Though now can't ride, or go camping and such,                                                                                              
we all gather in groups as good Sheep should,                                                                                                 

with games and food and fun and food                                                                                                            
We plan our next rides through the Iowa wood.                                                                                        

We hope Winter is short and by March it has warmed                                                                                  
Then back to the streets the BlackSheep will swarm                                                                                    

for another season to live up to our motto of,                                                                                              
Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge                                                                                                       

Happy Holidays to all of you,     

Dave & Diane Tingle                                                                                                                  

mailto:dtingle2@gmail.com
mailto:dave.tingle23@gmail.com
mailto:mark@mcafeerealty.com
mailto:Roberta@mcafeerealty.com
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BlackSheep News 

Day, Chapter, Address 

2 I 6:00pm meet @ Village Inn  212 West Ridgeway Ave.  Waterloo   319-291-2010                                                                     
3 E Coffee @ Pink ~ Lomax, IL                                                                                                                                                       
6 A Monthly Gathering ~ Breakfast @ Ryan~ 1900 NW 86th Clive 8:30 am                                                                              
6 CC Chapter Gathering @ Kings Pointe  9:30am                                                                                                                         
6 F Christmas Party ~ 11:00am 6 O Christmas Party  Hickory Gardens Family Resturant, Hickory Grove Road ~ Davenport 
@ 5:00pm                                                                                                                                                                                       
10 E Coffee @ RonDaVoo ~ Burlington                                                                                                                                      
10 F Meet &amp; Eat ~ 6:30pm                                                                                                                                                   
13 A 6:00pm Christmas Party ~ Mark Tilton &amp; Roberta McAfee 4310 SE 17th Ct. Des Moines                                     
13 H Supper Ride ~ TBA                                                                                                                                                                  
13 I 11:00am Holiday Party @ Community Center   LaPorte City 300 First S                                                                               
13 O Monthly Gathering ~ Iowa Machine Shed ~ Breakfast @ 8:00am Gathering @ 9:00am                                                   
13 W Gathering @ Zakeer Restaurant, 425 2nd Ave. S Ft. Dodge.9am breakfast, 10 am gathering                                           
16 I 6:00pm meet @ Cedar Falls Family Restaurant  2627 Center St. Cedar Falls ~ 319-266-6705                                            
17 E Coffee @ Gators ~ Burlington                                                                                                                                              
20 F No Gathering                                                                                                                                                                              
24 E No Coffee                                                                                                                                                                               
28 O Breakfast @ Brothers Restaurant in Rapids City, IL @ 9:00am                                                                                            
31 E No Coffee 

December  Area Pastures Events 

SHEEP TALES 

Trike cleaned and detailed--DONE 

Oil and oil filter changed--DONE 

Tire pressure checked--DONE                                                                                                                                                         

Battery maintainer connected--DONE  

Riding gear put away--DONE 

Yes, we are the wimps! Our trike is covered and safely stored in our 

garage for the winter. BooHoo! BooHoo!  

The Black Sheep had one last dinner ride on Oct. 23 to the Wig and Pen 

with 21 sheep. Our Halloween Party on Oct. 25 was at Paul and Barb's 

with a good turnout of 23. Our Monthly Gathering at Ryan's on Nov. 1 

had 45 in attendance. We had a ride less dinner at Smokey D's on Nov. 6 

with 25 sheep. Any further ride less dinners will be announced via 

email and Facebook.  

Our next Monthly Gathering will be Dec. 6. The Black Sheep Christmas 

Party will be at Mark and Roberta's home on Dec. 13.  

As always, refer to the Chapter A website for the calendar of events 

and other good info!  
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John & Pam McDowell   

Membership Enhancement 
pamandjohnsr@msn.com 

mailto:pamandjohnsr@msn.com
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There is a new feature on the web site now. I have added Recalls and Technical Service 

Bulletins for GL1500s (Goldwing's and Valkyries) and GL1800s. The link is on the SAFETY 

page. I will be going to Garvis to check and make sure this list is current.  

 

We all need to be sure important issues have been dealt with on our bikes. Honda issued a 

recall on the GL1500 bank angle sensor in 1995 and still honored it in 2008 when I discov-

ered mine was not fixed. It's never too late to be safe!  

 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas & a Great 2015 riding Season!! 

Hey BlackSheep, Need to do some last minute shopping for the holidays?  Well you can go to our website at  

www.gwrrachapaia.com and check out the order form for the new BlackSheep t-shirts, Long Sleeve shirts, 

Polo’s &  Hoodies.  We are so excited to have our new design and options. We will definitely be different 

now!  Thank you Rhonda Cook for all your hard work, they look GREAT!! 

We also still have a few Chapter hats left for $9.00 as well as stickers if you are in need of a new hat or  

stickers please contact Scott Johnson. 

Mark & Roberta have BlackSheep flags available if you are interested in chapter flags. 

I would also like to take this time to ask for continued Prayers for Clara & Fred Boldt and their family.  Clara 

went into the hospital on November 5th and has been through a lot of tests and open heart by pass surgery 

and needs Prayers for a speedy recovery.  Clara is at Mercy hospital in Des Moines, as of this printing she is 

hoping to be out very soon.. 

Scott & I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and all the very best in 2015. 

Also remember to send in pictures and stories of your bike/trike trips & adventures, Thank you!  
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Ovine Informer Tips 

Sheep Corral  

BlackSheep News 

Scott Johnson               
Web Master  
scott@iowajohnsons.com 

Beve Johnson 

Newsletter Editor 

bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com 

mailto:http://www.gwrraiachapa.com/home.php
mailto:scott@iowajohnsons.com
mailto:bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com
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BlackSheep News 

 

Thank You To Our Veterans 

BlackSheep Team 
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Dave & Diane                             Mark & Roberta                    John & Pam                                             Dennis & Donna 

Chapter Directors                       Assistant  Directors              Membership Enhancement                    Rider Educators 

Mike & Carole                               Barb                                                   Scott                                              Beve 

Treasurers                                 Correspondence                               Web Master                                Newsletter Editor  

Ron Vander Ploeg                                                                    
U.S.Navy   Feb 1962 - Feb 1965                                            
Yeoman (E - 4)                                                                                                                    
U.S.S. Sierra Destroyer Tender located in Norfolk, Va.                                                                                                                                                         
Worked in Torpedo Shop and office.                                                                                                                      
Guarded entrance to secure area in torpedo shop.                                                                                                 
Assisted officers in upper and lower decks inspections.                                                                                                   
Typed & distributed reports of inspections to all 

departments.   
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        Arena Champions 

CHAPTER A DES MOINES, IOWA 

1900 NW 86th Street 
Clive, Iowa 50325 

(515)270-8620 
FAX: (515)270-8633                                                                                                                                                                 

Ryans.com 
Email Ryan's Steakhouse 

StormLakeHonda.com  
Email Storm Lake Honda Sales 

Trike Your Bike.Net 
Email Marc Hyland 

Motorcycles / ATVs / Scooters  
1603 Euclid Avenue  

Des Moines, IA 50313  
515-243-6217  

1-800-358-5508  
GarvisHonda.com  

Email Garvis Honda Sales 

301 S Jefferson Way 
Indianola, IA 50125 

(515)961-6288 
FAX: (515)961-4722                                   

VanWall.com 
Email Van Wall 

2500 E. 7th St 
Atlantic, IA 50022 

(712)243-6343 
FAX: (712)243-6845                                                                   

Nishna Valley Cycle.com 
Email NVC 

4645 Center Point Road NE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
Phone: (319) 393-1205 

Fax: (319) 393-1025                                      
McGrath Power Sports 

Email Brody 

325 8th Street SE 
Altoona, IA 50009 

Phone: (515) 967-6601 
Fax: (515) 957-9020                             
Tim Forbes Website 

Leaf Ride Pictures 

http://www.ryans.com/
mailto:str2235@buffetsinc.com
http://www.stormlakehonda.com/
mailto:sales@stormlakehonda.com
http://www.trikeyourbike.net/
mailto:mjh@trikeyourbike.net
http://www.garvishonda.com/
mailto:sales@garvishonda.com
http://powersports.vanwall.com/
http://powersports.vanwall.com/about-us/contact-us
http://www.nishnavalleycycle.com/
mailto:sales@nishnavalleycycle.com
http://www.mcgrathpowersports.com/
mailto:brody@mcgrathpowersports.com
http://www.timforbes.net/
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Dennis Irvin & Donna 

CHAPTER A DES MOINES, IOWA 

Phone: 515-402-5189 

E-mail: dcirvin2000@aol.com 

            Dmccull63@aol.com  

Ram Wisdom           

This month’s Safety talk is about some considerations in regard to fall 

riding. 

We all should be aware of the deer becoming more active as they go into rut. 
They are even more thoughtless than they normally are. Of course there are 
plenty of other critters to be on the watch for as well. Squished raccoons are 
plentiful this time of year. An occasional possum and other animals are 
potential hazards as well. Something else to be on the watch for is farm 
equipment. They are moving between fields constantly at this time of year 
rushing to get the harvest in. Some of this equipment takes up a full lane and 
then some so be careful in areas where they may be working. Be especially 
careful approaching hills and curves. Farm equipment leaving the fields 
leaves us another problem. Debris coming off of the tires or falling off the 
equipment or out of the trailers. A glob of mud can present a real hazard as 
well as corn husks, or the corn kernels. Falling leaves can be another issue. 
Whether wet or dry they can be slippery. They can also hide stuff that could 
make for a wild ride.                                                                                                         
This is only the tip of the iceberg. There are plenty of things not mentioned 
here that are relevant to fall riding. I’m sure you have a few of your own. It all 
boils down to being prepared and keeping your head in the game. Looking 
far ahead and being prepared will go a long way in keeping you safe and 
sound during fall riding.  Also talked about was gearing up for the fall ride. 
With the ever changing weather conditions we have here in Iowa, especially 
the fall, it can be a challenge to keep yourself comfortable.                                                                                                      
One strategy is to dress in layers. A good base layer to wick moisture away 
covered by insulating layer(s) and then a wind proof layer will keep you warm 
even as the thermometer drops. Dressing in layers allows you to add or 
remove layers to regulate your body temperature. Some clothing allows you 
to open or close vents or to remove or replace panels again to allow 
regulation of your body temperature.   A snow suit, whether one piece or two 
piece is another way to stay warm. As is heated gear. You can get just about 
any piece of gear you want in a heated variety. Vest, liner, jacket, pants, 
chaps, pant liner, gloves, insoles, socks, entire suits. I’ve even heard of a 
heated helmet liner. Not to mention heated seats, backrests and handlebars. 
My heated gear works very well even when not plugged in until the temps dip 
into the 40’s, then turn it on and turn the thermostat to a desired level of 
comfort.  Keep in mind the more you layer, the less mobility you are going to 
have so plan accordingly.                                                                                                                   
Here’s hoping you can get out and enjoy some riding even when the weather 

is less than desirable. 

Take care. Ride Safe.                                                                                                          

Dennis and Donna 

mailto:dcirvin2000@aol.com
mailto:Dmccull63@aol.com
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Eldred Rock Lighthouse in the Lynn Canal 

about 20 miles SE of Haines, Alaska 
Eagle Beach State Park near           

Juneau, Alaska  

Sunset over the bay along Glacier Highway 

near Eagle Beach State Park  

Orca whale sighted just SE of Douglas 

Iceberg in Tracy Arm Fjords  
Waterfalls in Tracy Arm Fjords  
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The Cruise --  through southeastern Alaska's Inside Passage  

Early Thursday morning in Haines, Alaska found us boarding the M/V Matanuska ferry ship with our Gold Wings for a 
4 1/2 hour sailing to Juneau. Beautiful snow capped mountains in the background, with shorter pine covered 
mountains along the water on both sides of the ship, and aqua green water surrounding us made for a very 
scenic journey. Time passed quickly, as we would admire the landscape on one side of the ship for a while, then 
escape to the other side to take photos. As we approached the port of Juneau, we could see Mendenhall 
Glacier nestled in the valley at the base of the mountains. Our campsite for the next 3 nights was to be only a couple 
of miles from the glacier. After setting up our tent, we headed into town to tour the state capitol building in downtown 
Juneau, and stopped by the governor's mansion on the hill. We rode back along Auke Bay to visit the Shrine of St. 
Therese, and continued north on the Glacier Highway to the end of the road. On our return, we stopped at Eagle 
Beach State Park to watch the bald eagles and seagulls soar overhead and share their feeding grounds in the marshy 
low waters that the tide had left behind. Watching the sun set behind the mountains across the bay, made for a 
spectacular finale to the end of our day.   

Early Friday morning found us riding into downtown Juneau to board a smaller vessel to see the glaciers   in Tracy 
Arm Fjords. Shortly after leaving the Gastineau Channel, the boats captain throttled down for a viewing of an orca 
whale. The boat ride through the narrow inlets and through the peaceful waters was breathtaking. Waterfalls cascaded 
down the face of the mountains. Icebergs floating in the waters seemed to have been sculpted by an artist, the way 
the waves had eroded them looked as if they were made of fragile crystal. The reflection of the water through the ice 
made them glow as if they were neon lights. Each one had it's own unique characteristics. When we arrived at the 
base of Sawyer Glacier, the captain shut off the engines and we just floated. The loud cracks of ice breaking sounded 
like shotgun blasts. Larger cracks had some slabs of ice leaning with anticipation of them calving away at any 
moment. Smaller chunks of ice would crumble down the face of the glacier, splashing into the water. As we looked 
around, sea lions were laying on some of the floating icebergs. Sea gulls and other birds could be seen perched on 
the fragile looking pieces of ice. Our boat full of enthusiasts got to admire the beauty and sounds of two glaciers 
in Tracy Arm Fjords before heading back to Juneau. We walked around downtown Juneau that evening before 
riding to Mendenhall Glacier, where we could hike to the base of this mass of ice. We had 2 black bear sightings 
today, 1 while on the boat, and the other was on our way back to camp.  

We've been gone one week now, so Saturday morning found us doing laundry and preparing to pack again for the 
next leg of the journey. On my way back from the showers, I noticed the bushes rustling around our tent. I stepped to 
the side for a better view and there is a black bear foraging for berries looking right at me. The bear didn't stick 
around, as I could see him disappear through the bushes. After this, a short ride to Douglas Island where we climbed 
aboard a helicopter to fly us over Juneau and to Norris Glacier to a sled-dog camp. What a ride! It was like riding your 
motorcycle through the curves as the pilot took us by the mountain peaks. From here you got a nice aerial view of how 
far these glaciers stretch through the valleys. It was exciting to see the dog camp come into view, as this was one of 
those bucket list items we had dreamed of. There are 180 dogs in this camp, and 10 mushers living up here full-time 
to care for them. We helped brush and harness the dogs, put boots on their paws, and away we went. It was such a 
serene environment as the dogs barked and pulled with excitement. The sled would glide quietly along the snow with 
each of us getting our turn of standing on the runners and using the brakes to control the team of dogs. Upon our 
return to the camp, we helped feed and water the dogs, taking note on how each one had it's own way of cooling 
down. We got a little tour of the camp, lunch in the dining hut, and played with the husky pups. As we boarded the 
helicopter to leave camp, one of the mushers flew back with us. It was quite humbling to see how difficult it was for 
him to part with his dogs for a couple of days. I admit, as we lifted off and looked back on the quiet camp on the 
snowfield, it was sad for me, too. The pilot flew us back taking a different route, and the scenery is so beautiful in any 
direction you look. Upon our return, we explored Douglas Island, riding from one end to the other, and then rode to the 
south end of Thane Rd. outside of Juneau.  

 

Continued next page 

 

Terry and Debbie Goepferich's adventure to Alaska                         

on their Gold Wings  part3 
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The Cruise --  through southeastern Alaska's Inside Passage  

Sunday morning, the alarm goes off at 5:00 AM, it's already light out, and we pack up our camp to ride to 

the ferry terminal for a 2 day "cruise" through the inside passage. As we board the ship, I ask the dock 

hand if we can be loaded such that we can get off the ship at Sitka and Ketchican, as we have long 

enough layovers to go for a ride. We tied down the bikes, carried our gear to our cabin with a view, and 

sailed away. This longer journey on the ship allowed us to get acquainted with several other travelers, and 

everyone's story differed from the last. We could see spouts and fins from several whales, even had one 

that breached out of the water, then flapped his tail fin about 20 times as if to wave goodbye. The ship 

sailed through the Sergious Narrows with extremely cautious navigating on the sailings in and out of Sitka. 

Once ported at Sitka, we rode off the ship to explore a Russian Blockhouse Fortress, the Baranov totem 

pole, St.  Michael's Russian Orthodox Cathedral, Sitka National Historical Totem Park, Russian Bishop's 

House, Baranof Castle site (where the US acquisition of Alaska from Russia took place), and rode over 

the O'Connell Bridge to Japonski Island. All of this in less than 2 hours, as we had to re-board and tie 

down.  

 As the ship sailed closer to Petersburg, the mountains had more snow in them and have a more rugged 

characteristic. In the harbor, the sea lions were packed onto the buoy markers and the seagulls were 

floating on the waters as the Petersburg Fisheries came into view. We could see the Sons of Norway Hall 

on the pier overlooking the harbor. With only a 45 minute stop, we left the ship on foot to take a few photos 

of the harbor. The next sailing took us through the Wrangell Narrows to the borough of Wrangell. It had 

rained during this leg of the sailing, so we sat inside the observation deck area at the front of the ship 

watching for wildlife and the gray cloud-covered mountains passing by. Again, with just 45 minutes, we 

ventured out on foot to explore this little fishing village. The big ships cannot get into these smaller 

boroughs, so there is no commercialization. This is Alaska life.  

The last Alaska city we would visit on our "cruise" is Ketchikan. We rode our Gold Wings off of the ship to 

explore the "salmon capital of the world". We headed south to Saxman to see the worlds largest collection 

of totem poles. There is a carving shop here that restores totem poles. We continued to the south end of 

the island, turning around to ride back to Ketchikan's Creek Street area as darkness set in. This historic 

boardwalk constructed on pilings on the banks of the Ketchikan Creek was the old red light district. We 

walked the wooden planks listening to the water rushing through the rocks below. A short ride through the 

downtown streets led us out the north end of town as we rode to the end of the N. Tongass Highway and 

back. At nearly midnight, we boarded the ferry for the last time, tied down the bikes, and headed to our 

cabin to sleep.  

When we awoke the next morning, the view from our porthole window was of industrial area and large 

shipyards. We were coming into port at Prince Rupert, British Columbia. We repacked our gear onto the 

motorcycles, and bid farewell to many other travelers that had sailed the Alaskan waters with us. Upon 

exiting the ferry, we are immediately in line to show our passports to Canadian Customs and Immigration. 

From here we continue our exciting journey across the highways of beautiful British Columbia. (and Hyder, 

Alaska)?  

 

 

To be continued next month 

Terry and Debbie Goepferich's adventure to Alaska                         

on their Gold Wings  part3 
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Sawyer Glacier in Tracy Arm Fjords  Mendenhall Glacier near Juneau, just a couple 

miles from our campsite  

Dog sled camp on Norris Glacier near Juneau, 

Alaska  Aerial view of the glaciers from the helicopter 

A Russian Christmas store in Sitka, 

Alaska  

Totem pole 

in Sitka 

National 

Historical 

Park  
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The helicopter we flew in from Juneau 

to Norris Glacier   
Iceberg in Tracy Arm Fjords  

Sawyer Glacier in Tracy Arm Fjords  
Russian blockhouse fortress in Sitka, Alaska  

St. Michael&#039;s Russian Orthodox 

Cathedral in Sitka, Alaska   

Sons of Norway Hall at the harbor in 

Petersburg, Alaska  


