
It is bitter sweet that I write this article; 

it’s my last article as your Region 

Director. It’s been an awesome ride, one I 

will never forget. I can’t believe three 

years have slipped by. I can remember 

back, like yesterday, Clayton Alcorn 

asking us to be his Assistant Region E 

Directors, and then he stepped down and 

we were then appointed Region E 

Directors. WOW and the journey began. I 

was blessed to have an unbelievable 

TEAM. You talk about people that are 

passionate about GW and their area of 

responsibility. Let me tell you they were 

without a doubt the best, and I thank each 

of them for a job more than well done 

 

There have been some rewards along the way, 

like being appointed to Senior Region 

Director. That in itself was pretty cool, but 

then at Wing Ding to receive the honor of 

International Director of the Year literally 

blew us away. WOW, and yes if you were 

there, that’s all I could say was WOW. But 

you know to be a good leader you have to 

have good people to lead and the members in 

Region E, like Bob Phelps likes to say, all 

ROCK and I totally agree.  Full article can 

be seen on the Region Newsletter.       

http://www.gwrra-region-e.org/ 

  

 

Chapter  Shepherds 

Dave & Diane Tingle 

Phone: 515-418-0548 

dave.tingle23@gmail.com 

dtingle2@gmail.com 

Shepherds’ 

 Stories 

A few words from Bruce Beeman 

BlackSheep Pen 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 4  

A  T R I B U T E  T O  B L A C K S H E E P  

V E T E R A N S  

Monthly Gatherings 1st Saturday 
of each Month @ Ryan’s 

1900 NW 86th St. Clive IA 

Doors Open at 8:00am Meeting at 
9:00am 

Nov. 1 Monthly Gathering  

Nov. 11 Veterans Day             

See website for more details 

www.gwrraiachapa.com 

Region E 

“ Friends For Fun, Safety & Knowledge” 

Senior District Directors 

Lonnie & Diane Borseth 
borseth2wings@gmail.com 

Region E Directors 

Bruce & Barb Beeman 

www.gwrra-region-e.org 

International Directors 

Ray & Sandy Garris 
www.director@gwrra.org 

 
Deputy Director Central 

Bill & Dee Ann Gray 

 We had the Iowa District Rally.  This year it was in Storm Lake and it was fantastic.  Just a recap of 

some of the highlights.  We are so very proud of Mark Tilton and Roberta McAfee for being our Couple 

of the Year.  They represented Chapter A with distinction and pride and they looked very sharp.  We 

want to congratulate Roger and Vicki Harris from Chapter W for winning Couple of the Year.  Sue 

Thompson from Chapter F won the Individual of the Year.  Beve Johnson who is the editor of our 

newsletter has done an amazing job. We want to thank everyone who has participated in the newsletter 

and the scrapbook.  Chapter F, Sue Thompson, won the newsletter competition and Chapter O from 

Nebraska won the scrapbook. Our very own light show, BlackSheep Johnson, aka  DJ Johnson, won the 

1st place light show this year.  Congrats to him. Nominates for the Ralph Swank Award were Mark 

Tilton and Roberta McAfee and Linda and Mike Huppenbauer from Chapter E, and Dave 

and Diane Tingle.  We want to congratulate Mike and Linda Huppenbauer for the winning 

this honor.                                                                                                                                            

Chapter A will be well represented with the new Iowa District Team.                                           
Mark Tilton and Roberta McAfee will be the Iowa District Assistant District Directors                                               

Scott Johnson will be the Iowa District Webmaster                                                                

Barb Dietrich will be the Iowa District photographer.                                                                       

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge  

Dave & Diane Tingle                                                                                                                   

Chapter A Directors                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:http://www.gwrra-region-e.org/
mailto:dave.tingle23@gmail.com
mailto:dtingle2@gmail.com
http://www.gwrra-region-e.org/
mailto:borseth2wings@gmail.com
mailto:www.gwrra-region-e.org
mailto:www.director@gwrra.org
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Thank You to the BlackSheep 

Sheep Tales 
John here with Pam... As the riding season winds down, you can feel the desperation to 

get in as much riding as possible! Some of us will be getting ready to winterize the bike, 

while other brave souls will savor the few days left to get out and ride.  We had 30 Black 

Sheep at the Iowa District Rally in Storm Lake. The Storm Lake Newspaper did an article 

about the Rally and captured photos and interviews with some of the Black Sheep, which 

included Pam, myself and DJ at the light parade, and we also got interviewed in the parking 

lot! Kudos to DJ for winning the light parade award!  Our Monthly Gathering was Oct. 4 and 

we had 43 Black Sheep and guests in attendance. The last Dinner Ride on Oct. 9 was a small 

flock of 16, probably due to the chilly weather. There were 12 Black Sheep on the Oct. 10-

12 Leaf Ride to Anamosa and surrounding areas. Diane took some fantastic pictures of that 

trip.  Our next big event will be the Halloween Pot Luck Party on Oct. 25 at 5:30 pm (Eat at 

6:00 pm)  Barb and Paul Dietrich will be hosting it at their home. Costumes are optional.  

Our next Monthly Gathering will be Nov. 1. Any future dinner events are yet to be 

announced. As always, refer to the Chapter A website calendar for event details or changes.  

website http://www.gwrraiachapa.com 

John & Pam 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators/MEC 

 

 

B L A C K S H E E P  P E N  

Flock Enhancers 

John & Pam McDowell 

Phone:515-277-0478  

pamandjohnsr@msn.com 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Dave & Diane Tingle on 

the birth of your 

grandson Isaac Everett 

Tingle born at 8:57am 

October 6th, 2014 

weighing in at 7lb 9oz . 
 

http://www.gwrraiachapa.com
mailto:pamandjohnsr@msn.com


Sheep Wrangler 
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Sheep Wranglers 

Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee 

Phone: 515-577-6275 

mark@mcafeerealty.com 

Roberta@mcafeerealty.com 

The crisp nip in the air makes us appreciate everyday that we still get to ride. 

Mother nature is putting on a spectacular show this year! 

The Black Sheep had a great showing at the Iowa District Rally in Storm Lake. We 

met lots of friends, both old and new. The rides were fun -- a group of us toured the 

stained glass "factory" in Sutherland. Wow, what an operation. 

Mark and I would like to thank everyone that came out and cheered us on in the 

Couple of the Year competition. And then finally, the announcement of the new 

district team.  

Mark and I are very excited to be part of the new team as Assistant District 

Directors. We attended the Fall Region E Ops Meeting in Davenport recently. It was 

an opportunity to meet other District's officers and the new Region E team. 

Congratulations to Lonnie and Diane Borseth -- they are joining the Region E team 

as Assistant Directors 

While everyone else was enjoying the beautiful sight of the Leaf Ride, Mark and I 

had a potluck at our home and got certified to teach leadership training and life 

skills classes. 

Even as summer winds down and the riding season comes to an end, we have lots of 

fun events to come. Keep an eye on the website and come join us. 

Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee 

Chapter A Assistant Directors 

 

 

Chapter Shepherds/ 

Chapter Directors 

Dave & Diane Tingle 

Sheep Wranglers/Asst. Directors 

Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee 

Wool Keepers/Treasurers 

Mike & Carole Martin 

Flock Vets/Rider Ed. 

Donna McCullough & Dennis Irvin 

Flock Enhancers/MEC 

Pam & John McDowell 

Pasture Wire/Correspondence 

Barb Dietrich 

Ovine Informer/Web Master 

Scott Johnson 

Baa-Baa News/News Letter 

Beve Johnson 

mailto:mark@mcafeerealty.com
mailto:Roberta@mcafeerealty.com


  Ram Wisdom           

Storm Lake Honda 

207 E Milwaukee Ave 

Storm Lake, IA 50588 
(712) 732-2460 
 

Ryan’s Steak House 

1900 NW 86TH STREET 

CLIVE IA 50325 

(515) 270-8620 

Van Wall Powersports 

301 S Jefferson Way 

Indianola, IA 50125 

515.961.6288  

Nishna Valley Cycle 

2500 E 7th St 

Atlantic, IA 50022 

(712) 243-6343 

Trike Your Bike, LLC. 

503 - 1st Ave. North 

Altoona, Iowa 50009 

515-957-8920 

Flock Veterinarians 

Dennis Irvin &  

Donna McCullough 

515-402-5189 

dcirvin2000@aol.com 

Dmccull63@aol.com  

Ovine Informer 

Ovine Informer 

Scott Johnson 

Scott@iowajohnsons.com 

This month we talked about visibility and being visible. We borrowed a very nice 

article from the Missouri District Newsletter. It covers things like conspicuity in 

clothing options, lighting to make yourself more visible, lane positioning to see 

better and to be seen better.  With all the distractions going on these days with drivers 

(and riders) we all need to do whatever we can do to be more visible out there to stay 

safe. To read this whole article, go to www.gwrraiachapa.com  and go to the safety 

tab at the top of the homepage. You can also check out other archived articles. Please 

take a few minutes to read this entire article. It is well worth the time.                                                

Take care                                                                                                                                                                                            

Dennis & Donna                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Rider Educators 

McGrath Powersports 

4645 Center Point Road NE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 

Phone: (319) 393-1205 

Fax: (319) 393-1025 

All Sponsors are linked.  

Click on the name of the 

Sponsor and it will take you 

directly to their site/webpage 

Garvis Honda 

1603 Euclid Ave.                    

Des Moines, IA 50313          

(515) 243-6217 

Did you know... you can print out a calendar month for your refrigerator 

which has all the events for that month? Simply go to the events tab on our web 
page, select the month you want to print out, and click the PDF button. It's the right 

most button of the 3 right over the calendar. It may take a little bit to create the 

calendar page so be patient. Once it comes up, you must print it with the Acrobat 

Reader controls to print only the calendar portion of the browser window.   
 

- If you're using Firefox as your web browser, just click the printer icon in the 

upper right of the screen. Don't use the normal print function in the browser's 

menu! That will print the whole browser window. We just want the calendar. 
 

- If you use one of the other common browsers (Internet Explorer, Opera, Chrome, 

or Safari), the Acrobat controls hide from you. Move your mouse cursor to the 

lower right corner of the screen and they will pop up. Now click the printer icon. 
 

Use the browser's BACK button to go back and select different months to print. 

Just repeat the process. 

http://www.stormlakehonda.com/
https://local.yahoo.com/info-16565524-ryan-s-family-steakhouse-clive?csz=Ankeny%2C+IA
http://powersports.vanwall.com/
http://www.nishnavalleycycle.com/
http://trikeyourbike.net/
mailto:dcirvin2000@aol.com
mailto:Dmccull63@aol.com
mailto:Scott@iowajohnsons.com
mailto:http://www.gwrraiachapa.com/safety.php
http://www.mcgrathpowersports.com/index.htm
http://www.garvishonda.com/
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Did you know….  

That your Chapter is part of 

a District and your District is 

part of a Region???  You can 

see all the Chapters of your 

District and what Region 

your District is in by going to 

the links page of the chapter 

web site.  Each icon on the 

map can be clicked on and it 

will take you directly to their 

web page. 

District Round-Up 

Pasture News 

“ Friends For Fun, Safety & Knowledge “ 

The BlackSheep’s very own Duayne 
(DJ) Johnson was winner of  1st 
Place in the Light Show at the Iowa 
District Rally at Kings Pointe Resort 
in Storm Lake, Iowa on September 
26th & 27th, 2014                       
CONGRATULATIONS  DJ!!!! 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to     
2014 - 2015 Ralph Swank Award 

Winners                                    
Mike & Linda Huppenbauer 

Chapter E 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE COY & IOY 

 

B L A C K S H E E P  P E N  

Mark & Roberta       Roger & Roxanne        Yvette & John             Roger & Vicki 
    Chapter A                 Chapter D                   Chapter F                   Chapter W 

Sue of Chapter F Charles of Chapter S  

Missing are Paul & Diane  (COY) and Tom (IOY) 

If you have NOT yet 

submitted your Veteran 

Photos’ and information 

yet, please have photos and 

information sent to me 

before Nov.15, 2014 and I 

will have it in the next issue 

please E-mail to 

bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com 

mailto:bbolenjohnson@yahoo.com


 Area Grazing's 
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November Dates and Chapter Events                                                                                                                                                      
1  CC  Chapter Gathering @ Kings Pointe 9:30am 

2  F  Chili Dump @ 1:00pm …. Training ~ 4 seminars 

4  I  6:00pm meet @ Perkin's 3280 University Ave. Waterloo ~ 319-235-6595 

5  E  Coffee @ Tender Trap ~ Burlington 

8  H  Supper Ride ~ TBA 

8  O  Monthly Gathering ~ Iowa Machine Shed ~ Breakfast @ 8:00am Gathering @ 9:00am 

8  W  Gathering @ Zakeer's Restaurant, 425 2nd Ave. S Ft. Dodge. 9am breakfast, 10 am gathering 

12  E  Coffee @ Mazzios ~ Burlingtion 

13  F  Meet & Eat ~ 6:30pm  Gathering @ Hy Vee, 32nd St. & Oakland Rd. Cedar Rapids                                                                                                                                                      

15  F  ~ Breakfast @ 8:00am Gathering @ 9:00 in their Club Room                                                                                                                                                                                   

18  I  6:00pm meet @ Pizza Ranch 2020 West Bremer Waverly 319-352-2222 

19  E  Coffee @ Pizza Hut ~ Burlington 

21  CC  Supper Ride ~ TBA 

22  O  Dinner @ Mickey's Country Café in Pleasant Valley @ 6:00pm 

23  I  5:30pm Monthly Gathering @ Junie's 100 Plaza Drive ~ Elk Run Heights ~ 319-838-8021 

24  H  6:00pm Gathering ~ Country Kitchen ~ Ottumwa 

25  F  Meet & Eat ~ 6:30pm 

25  S  Chapter Gathering TBA 

w w w . g w r r a i a c h a p a . c o m  

Chapter I has scheduled a seminar on October 26 at 4pm prior to their monthly Gathering at Junie’s in 

Elk Run Heights. This seminar is titled “Remembering Names”. Who doesn’t have trouble with that?  

Please contact Clara: toledotriker@gmail.com to schedule training for your Chapter. The non-riding 

months are a great time to have FUN with your GWRRA FRIENDS, gain some KNOWLEDGE, and who 

knows, food may even be available. 

               Clara Boldt 

MUT (Master University Trainer) 

Trainer of the Year 

Collie Corner Clara & Fred Boldt 
Assistant District Directors 

District Master University Trainer 

319-240-4269 

toledotriker@gmail.com 

http://www.gwrraiachapa.com
mailto:toledotriker@gmail.com


War and combat sometimes hand to hand.  
Fought on foreign territory in a foreign land. 
So much lost and so much I don’t understand. 

Why was I forced into this, forced to take a stand? 
I see faces of my friends and my fellow man. 

Simply following orders in the chain of command. 
Reaching up from gravesides, extending one last hand. 

Somebody please help me, will you, maybe, can? 
Some taken prisoners, some held on demand. 

Requests that are unreasonable as a hero takes a stand. 
Refusing to give in and simply throw up his hands. 

He chooses to stay and fight, to defend his motherland. 

To fight for his rights and those soldiers in the grounds be laid. 
Let’s not forget our people, let not their memories fade. 

To all a heroes welcome, let them all be bade. 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to All the Men & Women past, present & future that 
put their lives on the line for our Freedoms, We Salute you and 
say THANK YOU!! 

A Tribute to All our Veterans 



 

 

 

Carl Purscell: Army August 15th, 1966—July 3rd, 1968 

Rank: Sergeant E5 Company D of the 26th Engineer Battalion 

-Medals: Vietnamese Service Medal, Vietnamese Campaign Medal, M-14 Marksman Medal 

3 Overseas Service Bars  

 

Navy July 26th 1972—July 19th 1974 

Rank: Airman E3 

CVA 59 / USS Forrestal Aircraft Carrier 

Carl was also a boxer in the Navy and won Trophies for his fighting. 

Carl Army  1966 

Carl 
Navy 72-74 

John McDowell                                                                                                                                                       
Active Duty: November 1967 to August 1971                                                                                                                                                                       

Served 2 years in Germany in the 583rd Medical Co. & Ft Carson, CO. where he was a 

senior medic in the 4th Inf. Div. with the rank of Specialist 5th Class                                                                                                                  

1971 joined the IA Army National Guard,  first unit was with the 204th Medical Co 

later transferred to State Headquarters at Camp Dodge to serve in the state’s finance 

detachment reaching the rank of SSG, this is where John retired in 2014. 



 

A Tribute to our Veteran's 
 

IN FLANDERS FIELDS POEM 

The World’s Most Famous WAR MEMORIAL POEM 

By Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks still bravely singing fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the dead: Short days ago, 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved: and now we lie 

In Flanders fields! 

Take up our quarrel with the foe 

To you, from failing hands, we throw 

The torch: be yours to hold it high 

If ye break faith with us who die, 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields 

Composed at the battlefront on May 3, 1915  
during the second battle of Ypres, Belgium 



John Mike Martin 
US Army 4/12/1966 to 4/11/1968 

Fort Leonard Wood, MO- Basic Training 

Fort Polk, LA-Advanced Infantry Training 

Vietnam First Air Cavalry Infantry 10/66-10/67 

Fort Carson, CO 

 

National Defense Service Medal 

Vietnam Service Medal w/ Bronze Service Star 

Vietnam Campaign Medal 

Air Medal - awarded for being in one of the 1st 3 helicopters, jumping out 5 feet above ground, while landing in enemy 

territory and receiving hostile fire.   
Combat Infantry Badge -awarded for being personally present and under fire in active ground combat with the enemy.    

*The last two acts of service in enemy territory were a daily part of Mike's year in Vietnam.   



Staff Sargeant Jeffrey S. Lloyd                                                                                                                    
Untied States Army  1979-1987                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Units served:   1/75th Ranger Battalion , Savannah, Ga  , HHC 24th Infantry Division, Ft. Stewart Ga. , 21st 

Replacement Battalion, Rhine Main Air Base, Frankfurt Germany ,  2/ 2nd Infantry Battalion, Ft. Lewis, Wa.                                                                                                                                                                

Iowa National Guard  1997-1998                                                                                                                                                                 

Det.1 2 2168th Transportation Company, Cedar Rapids, Iowa   

 

 

Dennis Irvin   Enlisted on March 16, 1984 in the Army Reserves with the 872nd Maintenance 

Company in Washington, Iowa. I made one drill before leaving for basic training (boot camp) in April 

of 1984. My basic training was at Ft. Leonard Wood in Missouri. After 8 weeks basic training, I came 

home for a short visit and then shipped out to Ft. Gordon, GA. for 18 weeks of AIT (advanced 

individual training). This particular training was for the MOS (military occupational specialty) of 35E, 

Special Electronics Devices Repairer. This was for stuff like search lights, mine detectors, night vision 

equipment and other such things. After AIT, I returned home and rejoined my unit. This unit did not 

have a lot of equipment that I was trained on to fix, so I spent a lot of my time turning wrenches since I 

had a mechanics background. While with the 872nd I was also trained to be a 52D, Power Generation 

Equipment repairer, and a 52C, Utilities Equipment repairer. This amounts to Air conditioning. While 

in the Reserves, I went from a basic private to corporal. After almost 6 years in the reserve, having a 

few issues with promotion and other stuff, I transferred to the National Guard in December of 1989. I 

joined Company C of the 234th Signal Battalion in Cedar Rapids. This transitioned to Company A. 

While there, I was in the maintenance section and worked on generators and air conditioning 

equipment. I also was certified in the 63B MOS. Wheeled vehicle mechanic. I lost my corporal rank 

when I switched to the Guard and had to go in as a specialist. I worked my way to sergeant and 

became a section sergeant, overseeing the motor-pool and repair of our wheeled equipment. In 2000 I 

got a call of a position in Iowa City, where I was living at the time, and I accepted a position with the 

105th Troop Command as the Maintenance Supervisor. No vehicles at this unit, we drove GSA 

vehicles so I spent my time doing various work in the S4 (Logistics) section. Drivers licensing, 

inspections of other units’ maintenance programs, clothing issue and inventory. Anything that needed 

to be done. I was also promoted to the rank of staff sergeant. In 2006, I was transferred to Des Moines 

into the 671st Troop Command where I still am today. I have managed to attain the rank of sergeant 

first class and am hoping to make master sergeant before I retire. I am the maintenance supervisor in 

this unit as well doing all the same things I did in Iowa City. We do have our own equipment now and 

we do have to do some maintenance that I oversee. Our unit is now concentrated on assisting in the 

event of any state emergency. We are a command and control unit should such events dictate that the 

Iowa guard is called out in the aftermath of catastrophic disaster or to attempt to stop that disaster. I 

have just over 30 years in at this point 



Dave Tingle; 
I entered the Army on July 7, 1970. Did my basic training at Fort 

Leonard Wood. Missouri.  

Also did AIT Training in Fort Knox, Kentucky, where I was the 

Postmaster, from September thru December of 1970.   

Then on January 1971 was  sent to Ansbach, Germany , 2nd of the 28th 

Field Artillery.  I was the battalion welder.   

 I was there until April of 1972.    

The president was cutting back on the troops and giving enlisted 

soldiers  a chance for early out.  

Then I  served one year in the Army Reserve in Des Moines, IA.  



Terry and Debbie Goepferich's adventure to 

Alaska on their Gold Wings  part2 

The Journey -- from home to Haines, Alaska 

    After months of planning, and weeks of preparing, and even those last minute items, we felt like we were 

packed and ready for the big trip.  New tires and fresh oil change in both Gold Wings, new wheel bearings 

and tires on the Bushtec trailer, waterproofing sealer applied to the tent, maps and route sheets printed, tools 

for tire changes, heated gear, raingear, two cameras and extra memory cards, just to name some 

essentials.  We had made reservations for every nights stay, something we had never done before. We stayed 

in motels on the journey up so we could get a good nights rest.  Once in Alaska, we would camp. 

    We left Debbie's work in WDM Friday evening and headed west to avoid city traffic. Traveling the 

interstate, we rode 350 miles to Brookings, SD for the night. Continuing north and west on the interstate on 

Saturday, we visited the capitol building in Bismarck, ND and had a picnic lunch on the grounds. The Lewis 

and Clark expedition was very evident in this area and along the Missouri river, as we headed north on the 

highway towards the Canadian border.  The roads near the border were very rough, but they were better 

maintained farther north into Manitoba. Temperatures dropped and we rode in some light drizzle as 

we arrived at our motel in Yorkton, SK having traveled 800 miles today.   

    Sunday was spent traveling across Saskatchewan and Alberta, all the while admiring the yellow flowering 

crops of canola and the many lakes. The tiny towns with their old grain mills and old churches dotted the 

landscape.  We continued westward on the Yellowhead highway to Edmonton, Alberta where we stopped to 

visit the capitol building. The grounds around the capitol were alive with picnickers, musicians, jugglers, and 

families playing in the fountains.  Traffic through Edmonton was very congested and we lost some travel 

time, so we had to shave off some of our planned journey and stop for the night in Whitecourt, AB.  We had 

traveled 700 miles today and were at the foothills of the mountains.  

   Traveling north out of Whitecourt on Monday we were on 4-lane highway, and witnessed many oversized 

loads and logging trucks kicking up a lot of dirt from the highway. The 4-lane led us to Dawson Creek, 

British Columbia and the beginning point of the Alaska highway. We stopped in the visitors center to admire 

the memorabilia in their museum. The lady at the information counter told us about the original Alaska 

highway and the old Kiskatinaw curved wooden bridge. We went exploring to ride across the bridge and 

have a picnic while admiring it's construction. Joining back onto the main road and continuing north, you 

want to pay very close attention to your gas gauge and plan your stops in advance, as gas stations can be 100-

150 miles apart.  The towns are small, as they once were soldiers camps while the highway was being built. 

It was in this area where we noticed you would see the same vehicles and people that you had seen two stops 

back, as this is the only highway for hundreds of miles. We continued along the foothills admiring the purple 

flowers in the ditch and the pine tree covered hills riding 600 miles today. Arriving in Fort Nelson early gave 

us a chance to ride across town to a campground for supper and get Debbie back to the motel room for an 

early bedtime.  Terry went exploring and found another stretch of the original Alaska highway just west of 

town.  I got my maps ready for the next day, and checked tire pressures, making sure everything was ready 

for the road. 

 



Terry and Debbie Goepferich's adventure to Alaska  

on their Gold Wings  part2 continued 
 

    Tuesday morning as we left Ft. Nelson, the horror stories of the rough Alaska highway 

was laid before us as the road was tore up and heavy equipment were on both sides of the road. We had 

ridden rough, rocky stuff like this before, so the six mile stretch just seemed like another trail-bike adventure, 

and Debbie got her boost of confidence. Motorcycles go to the front of the line in road construction areas, so 

the only dust you are eating is from the pilot truck. As we passed by Summit Lake, there were stone sheep, a 

young caribou,  and bison grazing along the road. Toad River lodge is an interesting stop for gas as the 

ceiling in their café is covered with caps. We are noticing more of the adventure dual/sport motorcycles in 

this mountainous area, also. Muncho Lake with it's beautiful jade green color stretched for miles with lots of 

pull-outs and camping areas. Liard Hot Springs is a natural spring flowing from the side of the mountain, and 

has bath houses for those that want to soak in the mineral water. We had been seeing several black bear 

through this area, grazing in the ditch along the highway, when we happened along a big brown bear. This 

was another thing on our bucket list to Alaska was to see the bears in their natural habitat. We crossed the 

border into the Yukon in a light rain shower and stopped in Watson Lake at the signpost forest. There are 

over 100,000 signs from all over the world posted on display, so to leave our mark on the top of the world, 

we signed and nailed old license plates from our bikes to the wood posts. Continuing west, about 75 miles 

from Teslin, we came across a pickup camper that had hit the bridge and crashed. Other motorists had 

stopped to assist the bloodied driver and pick up debris from the highway, so we carefully maneuvered 

around things and kept riding. About 35 miles past the accident scene we met a patrol car with lights 

flashing, assuming he was headed for the injured driver. It was at this moment when we both realized the 

remoteness of the area we were riding through. You screw up out here or have vehicle trouble, and you are 

dependent on others to assist, because the towns are many miles apart and there is no cell phone service. We 

got into Teslin, Yukon just after dark, in the rain and cold, only to find out that our motel room had just been 

given away to someone else.  Fortunately, the gal made a call to the motel across the road and they had a 

room for us. The guy that checked us in was native to the area, with his long straight hair and broad face. We 

had traveled 500 miles today, and we were glad to be in out of the rain. 

    Teslin is the site of the longest steel grated bridge on the Alaska highway, as most of the bridges are 

grated. This allows the snow and ice to melt through, and provide traction in the winter. As we left Teslin, it 

was 48 degrees and remained that until late afternoon. We stopped in Whitehorse to tour the beautifully 

preserved wooden sternwheeler named the SS Klondike on display on the Yukon River.  Just a few blocks 

away we found the capital building for the Yukon with a totem pole in front. Continuing west to Haines 

Junction found us in a light rain shower. It was very hazy, so we could only catch glimpses of the snow 
covered Kluane mountains from the café window as we ate lunch and warmed up. From here we turned 

south on the Haines highway, following the mountain range back into British Columbia. The rain stopped, 

and as we got to the border crossing into Alaska, the sun came out and the temperature finally started to 

climb. This was a monumental stop for us, as this is state number 49 that we have ridden our Gold Wings to. 

We continued along the Chilkat River inlet and the gorgeous snowcapped mountains to the town of Haines, 

Alaska. Our camping cabin was about six miles out of town, near the ferry terminal where we would be 

boarding tomorrow morning. Debbie settled in at the cabin to relax and read a book, while Terry rode along 

the Lutak Inlet to Chilkoot Lake where he watched bald eagles. We rode 400 miles today, and had just begun 

to see some of the most beautiful scenery around.  To this point, we had ridden 3320 miles of adventure in 5 

1/2 days so we can board the ferry with our Gold Wings for the next leg of our journey.                          

[more of this adventure to come next month] 



These adventure dual sport bikes 
were very common the farther 

north we went.   

The beginning of the Alaska 
Highway in Dawson Creek, 

British Columbia  

Debbie riding over the historic 
Kiskatinaw wooden bridge on the 

old original Alaska Highway.  

The historic Kiskatinaw curved 
wooden bridge has a nine degree 

curvature over it's 534' length to fit 
the landscape. It stands 100' above 
the river below.  The trusses and 

planks were all cut from trees 
in coastal British Columbia when the 

Alaska highway was built.  

North Dakota state capital 

building in Bismarck, ND  

Bronze statue of Sacajawea at the North 

Dakota Heritage Center in Bismarck, ND  

Reflection of a good days travel as the sun 

sets over Canada's canola crops near 

Russell, Manitoba.  

The yellow tops of the canola crops line the 

Yellowhead Highway across Saskatchewan.  An old Russian Orthodox church near 
Insinger, Saskatchewan.  

Alberta's provincial capital building in 
Edmonton, Alberta  



Road construction ahead. Heavy 
equipment were on both sides of us 
rebuilding the road, about 60 miles 

west of Ft. Nelson, BC  

We had to ride the 
rock and dirt road bed 

for about 6 miles 
through the road 

construction area west 
of Ft. Nelson, BC.  

Stone sheep ram along the 
Alaska highway between Summit 

Lake and Stone Mountain 
Provincial Park.  

Gas stations can be 100-150 miles 
apart along the Alaska 

Highway.  They can be found in the 
small towns, or like this one, at a 
river crossing at Coal River, BC.  

Black bear along the Alaska 
Highway near Coal River, BC.  

Brown bear grazing along the 
Alaska Highway in northern 

British Columbia.  

The SS Klondike sternwheeler on 
display at Whitehorse, Yukon.  It was 
used to haul freight, passengers, and 
silver-lead ore on the Yukon River 
between Whitehorse and Dawson City.  

The Kluane mountains along the 
Haines Highway between the Yukon 

and northern British Columbia.  

Crossing from British Columbia into 
Alaska on the Haines Highway.  

We made it to Haines, Alaska.  Our camping cabin in Salmon Run 
Campground overlooking the Lutak 
Inlet, just north of Haines, Alaska.  


