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Shepard’s Stories

Hello and welcome to August. First, I want to thank all of the chapter officers for their hard work along with all
of the chapter members for supporting Chapter A. I have heard that July brought some great riding
opportunities for some of our members. Let’s hope they are willing to share their experiences. July and August
can be very hot and humid, so let’s be sure hydrate, hydrate and hydrate some more.
As many of you have heard the District Rally has been cancelled. thank you Covid 19. It is better to be safer
than sorry.
So, with that being said a couple of chapter members brought it to my attention that we could put a chapter
campout on the dates that District Rally was scheduled for. So, Friday Sept. 18th and Saturday Sept. 19th with
departure Sunday Sept 20th will be the dates for camping. Anyone interested please contact Carole Martin
and also see all the info on our chapter Face Book page. Happening events New Hampton Rally Sept. 11th and
12th. North Country / Lake Superior Wing Fest Wakefield Michigan UP August 20-23. there is more info on
our Face Book page. Thank you everyone and have a great August.

-Randy Heath
Chapter Director
GWRRA Iowa Chapter A
515-494-3743

Sheep Outriders

Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough
Assistant Chapter Directors
acdiachapa@gmail.com

Greetings from North Dakota. Our vacation plans to the west coast got derailed due to the pandemic so Donna
decided to look at places we had never been and that had a low covid rate. So, here we are.
For those that have never been here thinking there is nothing to do, you are missing out. There are not a lot of
curvy scenic roads but when you get west of Bismarck, you can find some. The road through the Killdeer
mountains was very nice and the Theodore Roosevelt National Park is breathtaking. Lots of buffalo too.
We went to the National Buffalo Museum and toured a missle launch control center. Both of those were very
interesting.
Still a number of things we are planning to do before we have to pack up and head back for home.
See you all soon. Hope this finds you all healthy and safe.

Sheep Outriders

Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron
Assistant Chapter Directors
marknmelissa@yahoo.com

Mark, Rick Halbur and myself attended Chapter F meeting and University Classes on July 18th. As always,
we were glad to see our friends and family from Chapter F and learn about Trailering, Mountains and hills,
and Team Riding that was taught by Greg Hayes. Greg had great information and other members
provided information with their experiences in each of the modules. Chapter F is going on a trip to
Colorado August 8th thru the 16th. Looking forward to following along with them on their trip. Mark and I
would love to go out there and explore, but with everything going on, we are in a holding pattern like
everyone else.
Due to text limitations in the newsletter, we still want to hear your vacation stories and see your pictures.
But pictures will be limited to 5 to 6 and you can post as many as you want on our Face Book page.
If there are any new members or existing members who served in the military, Veteran’s day is coming
around the corner. Please send any updated or new information to tazmom1988@yahoo.com. We want
to honor all the members who served our country so that we can enjoy our time on the motorcycles.
As always everyone stay safe and take care of each other. We are looking forward to seeing everyone
again and enjoy some riding.

Sheep Outriders

Dave & Diane Tingle
Assistant Chapter Shepherds
dtingle2@gmail.com
dave.tingle23@gmail.com

Sheep herder’s

John and Pam McDowell
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
pamandjohnsr@msn.com

John and I are consumed with Covid-19 fatigue. This summer is pretty much a write off for us. John is
still out of commission due to his rotator cuff surgery. He still has pain and very little movement of his
right arm, but his physical therapist says he is coming along as expected. At some point we will get
back to socializing.
Kudos to those who have been able to get out and ride. It feels so strange to have the GWRRA
biggest events cancelled as well as some of our own chapter A events. Just pray that we will get a
vaccine for this pandemic and our country will soon get back to some normalcy.
We always feel compassion for our friends and Black Sheep family, and wish healing and comfort to
everyone suffering with illness and loss.

John and Pam McDowell
We are in semi-lockdown here. What with the Covid-19 sll a
threat
Pam and J

Ram Wisdom

Greg Hayes
Iowa District Educator
515.229.1597
hayeswing@gmail.com

From the Iowa District Educator,
The day that we will be seeing self-driving cars on our roads is supposedly just around the corner,
and maybe down the block a little. There are 5 levels of automation, graduating from driver
assistance to partial driver automation to a fully driverless vehicle where there is no steering wheel or
accelerator and brake pedals. They are introducing Level 4 vehicles soon. But, Level 5 vehicles, the
fully driverless vehicles will be quite a few years away, maybe a couple of decades. It is not just the
technology that is holding us back. There are issues to be resolved with insurance, traffic laws,
roadway design, the ability for nearby vehicles to communicate with each other, and to communicate
to a centralized information center to inform the vehicle on traffic, weather, closures, and so on. But
one of the biggest barriers is that the currently driverless vehicles do not handle poor road conditions
well, such as snowy roads or rough pavement. They can be confused as to whether the bump was a
pothole or something living. Human drivers are better able to analyze a traffic situation and
determine, through their experiences, how to navigate through certain situations.
Even though computers can do highly complex calculations, there are certain tasks that the human
brain is better equipped to do, though that may not be true for long. Driving involves many complex
tasks and we have different parts of our brain that handle those different tasks. The temporal lobe
handles memory skills and language recognition. The parietal lobe connects our senses to our
perceptions, so it is very important to our visual and audible actions. The occipital lobe is the center of
our visual perception system, which is essential to driving. The cerebellum is important to our motor
skills and monitors emotions, such as fear and pleasure. The most important part of our brain when
we are driving is the frontal lobe. This is the thinking part of the brain and we use it to monitor our

motor skills. It is also important to our emotional maturity. Our frontal lobe is not fully developed until
sometime in our late twenties. This lack of development is often the cause of many teenage crashes,
more than just their lack of driving experience. It is the lack of emotional maturity that leads teenagers
to be more likely to speed, drive recklessly and disobey traffic signs.
Yet, because we drive so often, and most everyone who is reading this article has certainly been
driving for decades, we tend to underestimate what really goes on between the ears when we drive.
So much of driving can be by rote memory, or “muscle memory”. Driving a motorcycle is even more
complex than driving a car, so we are probably more aware than car drivers of the importance of
being alert and the mental effort we must make when riding. Muscle memory is important since this
means that we do not have to overload our frontal lobe with decision making on every little aspect of
my driving. I do not have to think about how much twisting of the throttle I need to achieve the speed I
want. For most of the time, I am not thinking too much about how to steer the bike, until I come up on
a challenge where my thinking brain must take over. That leaves more time for my frontal lobe to
analyze traffic and other hazards.
The brain deserves appreciation for all the amazing stuff it can do and for all that it does. With that
appreciation we should recognize how important it is that we take care of it. I always carry my brain
inside a helmet when I ride. I try to make sure it gets plenty of sleep at night and is well rested before
I go riding. I also make sure that there is nothing that will impair its functions when I ride. It is my
buddy. I promise to take it with me on every ride. It seems to really enjoy it when I do that.
Have a safe one out there and I will catch you on the road.
Greg Hayes

Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough trip to North Dakota

Vacation in North Dakota?
Yep. That is what we did. Donna’s plans to see family in Oregon fell through due to Covid so she
decided to pick somewhere we had never been and specifically picked this location due to its low
Covid rate.
Many have asked why we would want to go to North Dakota. There is nothing there. Well, there
is not a huge number of curvy roads to ride, although we did find some. We found the enchanted
highway to be interesting. This is a road that has a number of metal welded sculptures. Also, the
road from Dickenson up through the Killdeer Mountains was very scenic. There is a lot to see
and do in this state.
On our way there, we stopped to see the falls in Sioux Falls South Dakota before moving on to
North Dakota. The falls are very pretty and fun to see. Once in ND we toured the National Buffalo
Museum in Jamestown, an interesting place with a lot of artifacts and a nice video on bison
history, and home to the world’s largest buffalo, the Ronald Reagan Minuteman Missile museum,
in Cooperstown, where you get a tour of the launch control facility where the missiles workers
would have turned the keys to launch the missiles had we been attacked. There is also a selfguided tour of a missile silo that you get to see what everything looks like from the top. These are
both as they were back when they were operational. The facilities in this area are now
decommissioned but there are still many of these around manned by our brave men and women
ready should the need arise. We actually went up and looked around Minot AFB and, on the way,
up and back, you pass several missile silos and one launch control facility. These are all active.
We toured the Theodore Roosevelt National Park. This is a very pretty park. Donna and I both
thought the north end was better than the south but that would be in the eye of the beholder. On
the north end, we saw several herds of bison and the scenery is just more to our liking. On the
south side, it took a long time but we finally saw more bison. Got pretty up close as they were
approaching the road. They also have prairie dogs abounding. The scenic loop was doubled
because of road closures so you have to double back.
We met up with a local GWRRA group and went on a dinner ride. Very nice people. When we
pulled into the lot to meet them, the first thing we saw was a 1500 the exact same color as the
Dudley’s. Then we saw the match to our BLURPL. Same year, same color. Who would have
thought clear out here, we would have found that. After 60 miles or so, we stopped at a little
small-town bar and grill and had a nice dinner and conversation. The ride leader that night invited
us back to their house for ice cream and coffee and we ended up staying till very late. We didn’t
get back and get to bed until 1:30am.
We have been making stops at Harley shops to get poker chips for someone who shall remain
nameless but she rides a bike called Lucy. That has been an expensive side trip. Both Donna

and I have found things at the shops to buy for us. Found a pretty cool bike that some of you will
like at one of the Harley shops. Take a look at the pic.
The town of Medora has a lot to see and do but we didn’t have time. There is a musical there that
we are told is a must see. Just didn’t work out this time.
We also went to the International Peace Garden which means the bike has now been in Canada
as half the park is in America and half is in Canada. Not really my sort of thing but it was
interesting and fun trip. Along the way, we found a turtle made out of wheels. On the way to the
peace garden, we stopped in Rugby that is the geographical center of North America.
One day, we slipped into Minnesota and checked out Pipestone National Monument. This is
where natives mine for pipestone to make pipes for religious and ceremonial rites.

We have racked up about 3800 miles so far and will have several hundred more by the time we
get home.
We have met a lot of very nice people here. Things are much more laid back. No furious traffic.
No hustle and bustle. Really friendly helpful people. Very kind.
Think about going to North Dakota. There really is a lot of good times to be had.
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