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Dennis Irvin & Donna McCullough

Chapter Directors 

gwrraiowachapa@gmail.com 

 

Greetings one and all. Spring is near and hopefully very soon we will be able to get out on our machines and enjoy the open 

road again. I’ve done a little riding the past couple of weeks but not enough. Hopefully old man winter is going to settle down 

and take a long nap and we will be blessed with good weather for the next several months.  

I want to thank John and Pam for taking over the last meeting as Donna and I along with Mark and Melissa went to Tama for 

the officer’s conference, a couple of training modules and the crazy supper. We had a great time at all this. The conference 

had lots of information for us to digest. The modules were interesting and fun. Lots of group participation and lots of good 

conversations going on. Donna and I did one on distracted driving and Clara did one on recruiting. Lastly, the crazy supper 

was a blast just as it has been in the past. Those of you that could not attend any or all of this, you missed a good day and 

need to put it on your calendar for next year.  

Congratulations to Melissa and Mark who were sworn in as the District Treasurers. A challenging job but I know they will do 

well.  

Work on the website is continuing. A work in progress but Donna and Amy are making a lot of headway. Poke around it some. 

Our events list is on the home page. Newsletters are there. We’ve got lots more planned, it just takes some time. If you have 

things for the webpage, send it to Donna or I and we’ll look into it.  

 

I wanted to put something out to all the veterans we have in this group. If you go to www.vettix.org, you can sign up to win 

tickets to all sorts of events. Concerts, sporting events, theatre, home and garden and many, many more.  

I’ve gotten tickets to a couple of concerts and most recently, I won tickets to Jeff Dunham at Well Fargo arena. The cost of the 

tickets is the cost of the fees. In the case of all the stuff we have seen, it has cost me $15 for a pair of tickets.  

Check it out if it of interest to you. A good way to get to see some shows.  
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Mark Smidt and Melissa Catron 

Assistant Chapter Directors 

  marknmelissa@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Mark and I attended Crazy Supper earlier this month and I was officially sworn in as the new Iowa District Treasurer. 

It was an honor to be asked to part of an amazing team and looking forward to assisting them in any way that is 

needed. 

Like Dennis and Donna said it is a good time with informative seminars, friends, food and of course laughs. We would 

love to see more Black Sheep members next year. And of course, have more victims, oh I mean more people, for the 

jail…lol 

With all of this craziness going out, Mark and I would like to let you know if you need someone to talk to or just want 

to discuss motorcycles, please reach out to us.  We are trying to stay out of the general population due to my medical 

situation over the next few weeks and feel we still need to stay connected as a chapter. 

Everyone stay safe!! 
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John and Pam McDowell  

Membership Enhancement Coordinators 

pamandjohnsr@msn.com 

 

The Black Sheep only had a couple of events in March before the Coronavirus changed everything. 

Some people panic and cause more chaos. We prefer to stay calm and respect all of the wonderful 

people who work so hard to minimize the hardships in this country. Ultimately it is in the hands of 

God. 

The Directors of GWRRA are encouraging all chapters to postpone their events while we weather this 

pandemic. Most GWRRA members are in the age range affected the most, and we all want to stay 

safe and healthy. 

Hopefully this virus will pass soon and life will return to normal, whatever that is. It’s a lesson in 

humanity. We feel blessed to live in Iowa. 

Hopefully we can survive a spring without sports!! 

Prayers to all family, friends and loved ones. 
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Motorist Awareness 
Mark Tilton & Roberta McAfee 

 

 

Following are the classes we currently are scheduled to present.  We'll likely add a few more as time 

goes by.  If you'd like to attend any of them, we'd love to see you.  The presentation is 90 minutes 

long.  When the weather permits, we like to ride (hence the presentations at further distances). 

  

  

April 

Lincoln High School - April 6 @ 4:30 p.m.  

East High School - April 8 @ 4:30 p.m. 

Carlisle High School - April 27 @ 6:00 p.m. 

  

May 

Lincoln High School - May 4 @ 4:30 p.m. 

East High School - May 19 @ 4:30 p.m. 

  

  

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month.  We are in very early stages of putting together a presentation 

for elementary schools.  Our idea is a short slide show, then a motorcycle clothing/riding gear "fashion 

show."  If anyone is interested in participating in the fashion show and/or planning, please let us know 

at mark@McAfeeRealty.com. 
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Greg Hayes 

Iowa District Educator                                                                 

515.229.1597  

hayeswing@gmail.com  

 

From your District Educator, 

Don’t forget about Safety Weekend. That is coming up May 16th and 17th. There should be a copy of the flyer attached to this 

newsletter, or you can find it on the District website. I am staying away from discussing COVID-19 in this article because that 

is a situation that is evolving daily and by the time you get this whatever I write will be outdated. But, if you sign up or have 

signed up for Safety Weekend and send in a check, I wanted to let you know that we do not deposit checks until after the 

event. If we have to cut out the First Aid/CPR classes we will reduce the cost of the weekend. If the event is cancelled then the 

checks will be destroyed or returned to you after I contact those who signed up. We will be forwarding more information out 

later as things develop. 

A couple of months ago I wrote about the new chapter position of “Chapter Skills Enhancement Advisor”. Then, last month I 

wrote about one of the possible responsibilities of that position, which was to help organize motorcycle skills practice events at 

the chapter level. I said “possible” responsibilities because it up to the advisor and the chapter as to what they want to do.  So, 

most of my last article described the Shiny Side Up exercises that GWRRA developed a few years ago. If you missed the 

article and are interested in these exercises let me know and I can resend you the article. At the District Officers’ meeting on 

March 11th I gave a presentation of some of the Shiny Side exercises. It seemed like a number of people thought this would 

be something they would like to see happen in their chapter. If your chapter is interested in putting this on, I may be able to 

help. Let me know and I can see what works with everyone’s schedule. 

If I may, I will refer to the Chapter Skills Enhancement Advisor as the Levels Advisor, just for brevity sake. The main task of 

the Levels Advisor is that they will receive lists of the chapter members on their status of their levels in the Rider Education 

program, so chapter members can ask about their status without having to look up the information themselves. But the Levels 

Advisor can also help set up chapter skills practice, on-bike games and riding competitions. So, I want to go into a little more 

explanation of the riding competitions in this article. 

You may be familiar with the Top Gun competition already, or at least heard about it. Another competition that can be setup for 

either 2 wheels or 3 wheels is the Amazing Team Challenge. Here is the webpage for this: 
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http://www.gwrra.org/regional/ridered/DrillTeams/challenge.html. There are separate downloads for 2 wheels and for 3 wheels, 

but they are similar. The trike version has a slightly wider path. I think that if you set it up for one then you can just move some 

cones over for the other. 

The Amazing Team Challenge can be set up as a non-competitive practice event, or as a timed competition, either as a 

competition amongst individuals or as teams. You can also modify the range if needed due to the size of the parking lot you 

are using. Pretty flexible, huh? Looks like this. 

 

Be sure to download the pdf from the website. It has all the rules and instructions. Because each rider determines what speed 

they want to go through the course at everyone should be able to ride this safely.  

Like all of our games, challenges, organized practices and our rider courses, everyone on the vehicle needs to be wearing a 

helmet, have eye protection, wear long sleeves, full finger gloves, long pants and over-the-ankle footwear. They also need to 

sign the GWRRA waiver, show proof of insurance and have a motorcycle endorsement. The Amazing Team Challenge is not 

a rider course and so does not need a Rider Course Instructor. Also, there is no riding instruction given and there is no credit 

for the Rider Ed Levels program. But it looks fun to me! And that is what we are trying to achieve - to have fun and to practice 

some skills. If your chapter is interested in setting this up please let me know. I would like to help if I can. 

Until next month, stay safe. 

Greg Hayes 
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                                             From the District Team 
 

Hello Everyone, 

 

We're in the midst of winter but the days are getting longer, and we're getting excited for 2020! I wanna ride. But first 

let's get down to business. Team Iowa got together a little while ago and discussed the chapter challenge for 2020. The 

big push has been recruitment for GWRRA. So, here's the challenge! Every time a chapter gets a new household to join 

GWRRA they get a ticket/chance at the rally to win your chapter charter fee for next year. We feel that's a good deal, 

BUT Yvette and I discussed this with Bruce Beeman (Directors Assistant) and we decided to kick it up a notch. Any 

chapter that gets a total of 10 households automatically gets their charter fee paid for by the district. AND if any chapter 

that meets that goal, Bruce will dance the Irish Jig at our rally in September - I'm not sure if that's a reward or 

punishment to either us or Bruce. But wait...there's more!  If we get two chapters that hit 10, not only will I also dance 

the Jig - I will purchase/rent green pants, a green suit, and a green hat. Hey - we're serious! We need you to assist in 

recruiting new members. IF/WHEN we get more than 2 chapters that get 10 new households to join GWRRA, I will 

volunteer/told a member of the Iowa Team to join us...starting with Yvette. (She didn't agree to that so let's keep that 

between us). Make me get the entire team up there at the rally...I dare you. 

A few other things I will cover quickly. The operations meeting and crazy super is March 7th in Tama - get your 

registrations turned in before Feb 28th so we can get the food - ya wanna eat, don't you? Safety weekend is May 16th 

and 17th - that's a Saturday and Sunday with advanced rider course, trike rider course, first aid and CPR - each of these 

offered both days. Finally, the rally is scheduled for September 18th and 19th in Fairfield Iowa, and from the paragraph 

above - you won't want to miss it.  

Get out there and recruit some new friends and support the health of your chapter and GWRRA! 

 

Now let's ride! 

 

John & Yvette Moravec 

Iowa District Directors 
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